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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research were to 1. study values in Thai society in
each period through Thai country songs 2. Investigate factors causing changes in
such values for each period; and 3. find problems and obstacles, as well as
proposing recommendations for the conservation of Thai country songs. In this
qualitative research investigation, the research was conducted by using
documentary research, content analysis, in-depth interviews, life history studies,
and focus group discussions. Data were collected from 337 Thai country songs.
The sample group consisted of 10 key informants for in-depth interviews and
eight experts for the focus group discussions. The research instruments consisted
of a form to analyze values in Thai society through Thai country songs, a form to
analyze factors causing value changes in Thai society, an interview form, and
issues for the focus group discussions.

Findings were as follows:

1. The mental values reflected through Thai country songs in all four
periods in comparison with the early period showed that the mental values in
the golden period decreased when compared with the early period. The values

not found in the golden period were the values of equality and economy. In the



56 | Uil 5 atuil 2 (nangnAx - Funau 2563) Vol.5 No.2 (July — December 2020)

period of dancers, lighting and concerts, the mental values decreased when
compared with the early period and the golden period. The values not found in
the period of dancers, lighting and concerts were the values of equality;
economy; common interest and common interest. In the digital period, the
mental values decreased greatly when compared with previous periods. The
values not found in the digital period were the values of generosity, kindness,
sacrifice, equality, patriotism, economy, common interest and unity.

2. The material values reflected through Thai country songs in all four
periods consisted of five values: appreciation of luxury and extravagance;
measuring social prosperity with utilities and modern things; favoring occupations
with good incomes; appreciation of the rich and the famous; and enjoying
happiness with electronic devices. When mainly compared with the early period,
the material value not found in the golden period was the value of enjoying
happiness with electronic devices. The material value not found in the period of
dancers, lighting, and concerts was the value of favoring occupations with good
incomes. The material value not found in the digital period was the value of
favoring occupations with good incomes which was similar to the period of
dancers, lighting, and concerts.

3. The factors causing value changes in Thai society in each period
consisted of six factors: nature, economy, society, culture and communication.
The factor causing the change at the highest level was the social factor and the
factor causing the change at the lowest level was the natural factors.

Keywords: Values, Thai country songs, Change
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