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ABSTRACT

This doctoral dissertation aims to study the current conditions, problem:s,
causes, obstacles, and essential needs in academic administration toward
excellence in Buddhist temple charity schools in the southern region of Thailand.
This research employed a mixed-methods approach, integrating both quantitative
and qualitative methodologies. The quantitative component involved a sample
group of 254 participants, including school administrators, heads of academic
departments, and teaching staff. The study also proposed a model for academic
administration aimed at achieving excellence in these schools. The research
instruments included questionnaires and interview forms. Statistical methods used
in the analysis comprised frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and
qualitative content analysis.

The findings revealed the following.

1. The highest average was in the area of leadership by administrators,
while the lowest was in the distribution of authority and stakeholder participation.

2. The expected state of academic administration was found to be at a high
level overall. The highest average was in promoting research related to teaching
and learning, followed by having a structured academic administration system,
which had the lowest average.

3. The essential needs in academic administration, as identified through PNI
modified analysis, indicated the highest need in promoting research related to
teaching and learning, while the lowest need was in having an academic administration
structure.

Keywords: Academic Administration, Towards Excellence, Charity Schools
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