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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the natural resource capital in the community and the
needs of the Ban Pang Ma-o community to stimulate the grassroots economy and to apply the
natural resource capital in the community to drive the community's grassroots economic tourism,
including determining how to manage the natural resource capital that supports tourism to
stimulate the grassroots economy of Wang Ngoen Subdistrict, Mae-Tha District, Lampang Province.
This qualitative research employed semi-structured interviews to collect data from 40 key
informants, including seven community leaders, three local government executives, community
enterprise groups, occupational groups, homestay entrepreneurs, shiitake mushroom farmers,
farmers, fruit farmers, and restaurant entrepreneurs. Data analysis methods included content
analysis, content categorization, interpretation, and summarization of data.

The results showed that the natural resource capital of Ban Pang Ma-o contributed to
economic, social, and environmental benefits because the area’s rich biodiversity supported
community tourism experiences, driven by local entrepreneurs. Furthermore, this area is the only
area in Lampang Province where quality shiitake mushrooms are cultivated. Government and
private agencies played a crucial role in supporting and providing knowledge on shiitake

mushroom cultivation. The community practiced rotational crop planting and grew a variety of
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fruits, which demonstrated the presence of effective social capital. Cooperation among
community members and networks from government, academic, private, and public sectors
facilitated knowledge-sharing in agriculture and natural resource management. These efforts
supported community tourism by utilizing local resources through organic farming and cultural
capital. Additionally, tourism activities were developed by integrating traditional food processing,
local traditions, homestays, restaurants, and community beliefs. The application of natural
resource capital involved integrating diverse resources with active participation in thinking, working
and receiving benefits from stakeholders both inside and outside the community. This approach
was driven by local policies and product development strategies, including pricing, distribution
channels, and promotional efforts. Furthermore, tourism was enhanced through experience-based
marketing, value exchange, word-of-mouth promotion, and strong customer relationships. To
ensure sustainable community tourism, effective management of natural resource capital was
emphasized. This was achieved through stakeholder participation using the 4P’s (product, price,
place, and promotion) and 4E’s (experience, exchange, everywhere, and evangelism) marketing

strategies. These mechanisms played an important role in driving sustainable community tourism.

Keywords: Natural resource capital, Community Tourism, Participation, Grassroots economy
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