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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to examine community market management through
community participation and to identify factors contributing to the successful management of
community markets to enhance food security in rural areas of Thailand. The study was part of
the project titled “Development of a Food Security Community Model and Enhancement of
Household Income by Linking Local Potentials to Support and Mitigate the Impacts of the
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Pandemic.” Data were collected from 10 provinces across
Thailand’s four regions: Kamphaeng Phet, Lampang, Phrae, Chaiyaphum, Sakon Nakhon, Surin,
Kanchanaburi, Chachoengsao, Phuket, and Songkhla. The informants were divided into two
groups: 10 principal investigators or their representatives, and 10 community market management
committee members from each province, selected using a purposive sampling technique. The
research instruments included a progress report on community market management, a semi-
structured interview, an observation of community market operations, and a focus group
discussion. Data were analyzed using content analysis.

The findings revealed that community market management through community
participation demonstrated both similarities and differences depending on the context of each
area, such as revitalizing existing markets, establishing new community markets, and developing
online marketing channels. Core aspects of market management emphasized community
participation at all levels, positioning markets as central hubs within the community food system,
and promoting learning and supporting community markets. Seven key factors: were identified as
contributing to successful community market management for food security: community
participation, leadership and effective management, skills and knowledge development,
networking and collaboration, the use of technology and innovation, communication and public

relations, and continuous evaluation and improvement.

Keywords: management, community market, food security, community participation
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