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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the factors influencing the decision to enroll in the
Thai language major at a private university in Guangxi Province, China, and 2) propose
management strategies based on those influencing factors. The population and sample in this
study consisted of 120 students enrolled in the Thai language program from the first to fourth
year at the private university in the academic year 2023. The researcher collected data from
the entire population, as the group size was relatively small. The research instrument was a
questionnaire using a 5-point Likert scale, designed to assess the level of influence of various
factors on students’ decisions to study in the Thai language program. The reliability coefficient
of the questionnaire was 0.60. The data were analyzed using statistical methods, including
percentage, mean, and standard deviation. The research findings revealed that (1) the overall
factors influencing the decision to enroll in the Thai language major at a private university in
Guangxi Province, China, were rated at a high level. When analyzed by category, the cost of
tuition and related expenses was identified as the most influential factor, followed by welfare
and student services, institutional image, quality of instructors, values and perceptions of
students and parents, and public relations efforts. The least influential factor was learning
media and instructional materials. (2) Recommendations for managing the key influencing
factors in student decision-making were grouped into three main areas: (1) cost and financial
considerations, (2) welfare and student services, and (3) institutional image enhancement.
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