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Abstract

This research aimed to: (1) examine the goodness-of-fit between the structural equation
model of innovative thinking skills for school administrators and the empirical data, (2)
investigate the influence of innovative thinking skills of school administrators on quality
schools under the Buengkan Secondary Educational Service Area Office, and (3) explore
guidelines for developing innovative thinking skills among administrators under the same
jurisdiction. A mixed-methods research design using a multi-phase interaction model was
employed. Based on the structural equation model, with 9 parameters considered and applying
the 1:20 parameter-to-sample size ratio, a total sample of 180 participants comprising school
administrators and teachers was determined. Data were collected using a five-point Likert scale
questionnaire with a reliability coefficient of 0.969. Data analysis was conducted using M-plus
7.0. The findings revealed that: 1) The structural equation model demonstrated good fit with
the empirical data (x> = 12.940, df = 14, p = 0.5312, x*/df = 0.9243, CFI = 1.000, TLI = 1.001,
RMSEA = 0.000, SRMR = 0.014). 2) The innovative thinking skills of school administrators
had a direct positive influence on school quality, with a statistically significant path coefficient
0f'0.937 at the 0.01 level. These innovative thinking skills accounted for 87.70% of the variance
in school quality (R? = 0.877). 3) Four strategies were identified to develop innovative thinking
skills of school administrators: adaptability, critical thinking, strategic thinking, and creative
thinking.

Keywords: Innovative Thinking Skills, School Administrators, Quality of Schools, Structural
Equation Model.
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