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Abstract

This study aimed to: 1) develop Thai reading skills among Grade 2 students at Taksin
Ratchanusorn School in Tak Province using folktales as instructional media; 2) compare
students' Thai language achievement before and after instruction; and 3) examine students'
satisfaction with folktale-based learning. The sample comprised twenty Grade 2 students
selected through purposive sampling. Research instruments included lesson plans featuring
the Karen folktales 'Green Rice Tradition' and 'Songkran Tradition,' pre- and post-tests to
assess Thai reading skills, and a student satisfaction questionnaire. The findings indicated that:
1) the average post-instruction Thai reading aloud score (76.37) exceeded the pre-instruction
score (74.10) and surpassed the specified criterion of 75/75, demonstrating the effectiveness
of Karen folktales in developing reading aloud skills; 2) students' Thai language achievement
after instruction was significantly higher than before instruction at the .05 significance level;
and 3) students reported a high level of satisfaction with folktale-based learning.
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