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Abstract

This research aims to 1) examine whether Muay Thai sports tourism activities have the potential
to create added economic and social value, and 2) identify appropriate approaches to creating
added economic and social value for the future management of Muay Thai sports tourism. This
research employs a qualitative research method. The population and informants consist of
experts and experienced individuals involved in Muay Thai in Thailand, who play a significant
role in creating added economic and social value. These include: 1) Muay Thai camp managers,
2) sports tourism service providers, 3) sports tour operators, 4) foreign professional Muay Thai
fighters, and 5) Thai professional Muay Thai fighters. A purposive sampling method was used.
The research instrument was an interview questionnaire. Data were analyzed using interpretive
and content analysis. The research findings revealed that 1) Muay Thai plays a crucial role in
boosting both the economy and society before developing into sports tourism, similar to the
value of connecting boxing venues, tourism, and communities, such as Rajadamnern Stadium
and Lumpinee Boxing Stadium. This can be continuously leveraged to elevate Muay Thai to a
global brand, fostering the creative economy while developing discipline, ethics, and leadership
in Thailand sustainably. 2) The study outlined a systematic approach to upgrading Muay Thai
sports tourism, including establishing central standards for safety, training quality, and service,
along with a certification system for boxing camps and a central database to build tourist
confidence. This should include developing the language and service skills of Muay Thai
instructors, integrating cooperation with major venues, and promoting Muay Thai as national
strategy through branding, roadshows and digital media, coupled with welfare support for
boxers, ensure long-term economic, social and cultural sustainability.
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