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Abstract

The research on measures to protect musical creators in disadvantaged business
situations aims to: Examine the problem of unfair contracts between musical creators and
entrepreneurs under Thai copyright law; Study the legal measures for copyright protection
under Japanese and Korean law to identify mechanisms that safeguard musical creators in
similar situations; and Propose guidelines for improving Thai copyright law and mechanisms
to ensure fairness and adequate protection for creators. The research findings indicate that
Thai law remains vague in providing protection for musical creators who are in disadvantaged
business positions. Although the Thai Copyright Act B.E. 2537 (1994) and its subsequent
amendments formally recognize the rights of musical creators, the law lacks clarity regarding
protection against unfair contractual practices and lacks effective mechanisms to maintain
balance between parties. Therefore, it is crucial to prioritize the dissemination of knowledge to
musical creators about their legal rights and fair contracting practices, enabling them to better
protect their interests. Additionally, legislation should be enacted to support the establishment
of a centralized, independent, transparent, and accountable agency responsible for collecting
and distributing royalties. This would ensure that creators receive fair compensation for the
use of their works. The study further suggests that legal measures from Japan and South Korea
can serve as useful models for Thailand. In particular, the establishment of a central
organization to protect creators and manage royalties, as well as the implementation of
standard contract provisions and mechanisms for reviewing contractual terms and conditions,
should be considered to promote fairness and balance in the music industry.
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