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Abstract

Presently, influence from mass media and social media has encouraged members of
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) group to self-disclose their sexual identity and
increasingly take part in the society. However, some of the members of Thai society still
maintain a concept of heterosexuality which is socially constructed so as to orderly organize the
society. This, thereby, underlines the extant discrimination and marginalizes the members of
GLBT group. In order to create an understanding of the GLBT group as well as an attitude of the
mainstream society toward them, this research examined discrimination against the GLBT
members in Thai society as reflected through mass media and social media in the following
aspects: definitions of GLBT, individuals’ perception of the members of GLBT group, reasons for
becoming members of the GLBT group, and language strategies used by mass media and social
media to discriminate against these people. The language strategies which explicitly reflected
the mainstream attitude included verbal irony, name-calling and fieurative language.

Keywords : discrimination, GLBT, Thai society, mass media, social media
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