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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF DENGUE HEMORRHAGIC FEVER

BEHAVIOR PREVENTION BY PEOPLE LIVING IN EPIDEMIC AND NON-EPIDEMIC
VILLAGES IN MEUNG DISTRICT, CHAIYAPUM PROVINCE.
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Abstract

The main objective of this descriptive study was to compare people living in an
epidemic and a non-epidemic villages in terms of their knowledge, attitudes and preventative
behavior regarding dengue hemorrhagic fever (DHF).In each village 124 participants, aged 20-
60 years, were selected by a random sampling procedure. The data were collected by
questionnaire, and all analyses were performed by using STATA version 10. Percentages,
means, and standard deviations were computed, and the differences between the two groups
of villagers on the mean scores for knowledge, attitude and preventive behavior were analyzed
by t-tests with statistical significance level set at 0.05 and 95% confidence intervals (Cls). Most
of the participants were female, primary school graduated and worked in farms. The main
finding was that the villagers living in a non-epidemic area obtained higher knowledge, attitude
and preventative behavior scores than those in an epidemic area. Health education programs
about the risks and prevention of DHF should be continuously carry out, and most people
who exposed to the risk of this disease should participate in these programs. To be sustainable,
the leaders of local government officers such as Director of Sub-district Health Promotion
Hospital should do more to encourage the community to participate in DHF prevention and

control.
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