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Abstract

An intergenerational learning program (IGLP) offers great potential - serving as a key tool - to
help address discrimination issues and reduce social dependency for senior citizens. In addition, the
program can also facilitate positive relationships through knowledge sharing (via reciprocal learning)
between the aged and children. The purposes of this study were to develop: 1) design principles for
a prototype of IGLP and 2) a prototype IGLP. The researcher used design-based research and adopted
the concept of design principle from Sandoval (2014). The informants - nine carefully selected
educators — were practitioners having vast experience working with the aged and children, while the
research instrument used in this project relied on brainstorming documents that shaped the needs and
goals of the program. Data collection was focused on brainstorming method. Content analysis
meanwhile and literature review related to each dimension of design principles, were used for data
analysis that contributed to the design principles.

The key findings:

There are 10 general design principles: 1) creating a sense of safety for people participating in
activities by giving members self-determination; 2) organizing activities that are easy and fun 3)
encouraging the understanding of generational differences 4) determining the role of parents to
facilitate learning between the age groups 5) organizing activities that meet the needs of the community
6) organizing activities that meet the needs of the aged and children 7) using positive communication
8) building trust within the group during and after the activity 9) setting conditions and situations that
bring the aged and children to meet and be active together; and 10) promoting the abilities of local
practitioners.

The IGLP prototype consists of 3 integral steps and 7 subordinate procedures. The practice
comprises of 8 activities. The IGLP prototype usually runs for 7-8 weeks divided into in-class learning
for 6 days (47 hours 55 minutes) and out-of-class learning for 9 hours with a preparation interval of 6-

8 weeks.

Keywords: Intergenerational Learning, Intergenerational Learning Program, Design-based Research,

Design Principles
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