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ABSTRACT

Executive Functions (EF) constitute a set of higher-order cognitive processes essential
for self-regulation, adaptation, and lifelong learning, with their primary neural basis in the
prefrontal cortex. This article aims to synthesize the theoretical connections between play and
EF development, and to propose practical guidelines integrated with the Thai cultural context.
The study addresses EF development within a comprehensive nine-domain framework:
Working Memory, Inhibitory Control, Cognitive Flexibility, Sustained Attention, Emotional
Control, Monitoring, Initiating, Planning/Organizing, and Goal-Directed Persistence. Drawing on
Vlygotsky's sociocultural theory, the analysis indicates that purposeful play and dramatic role-
play—particularly activities that integrate Thai indigenous wisdom and traditional folk games
such as Mon Sorn Pha (Mon Hiding the Scarf), Ree Ree Khao Sarn, Nguu Kin Hang (Snake Eating
Its Tail), Dern Kala (Coconut-Shell Walking), and local market role-play—function as effective
mechanisms for stimulating and strengthening all nine EF domains in early childhood. This
article therefore offers clear, actionable guidelines for teachers, parents, and policymakers to
apply in establishing a stable and sustainable neurological foundation for Thai children.
Keywords: Play; Executive Functions; Early Childhood; Thai Context; Self-Regulation, Thai

Traditional Games
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Tulantaqiuiedgdvanneifanudiuinu amnuliuiuey anududounazaunguiaie
(VUCA World) Executive Functions (EF) Fsiileiiilgsvinuesialy udiuanudndudsgnsmanise
nsiRINIYuLYwgueIUssne (Moffitt et al.,, 2020) EF ﬁasqmsummmaﬂmmwwﬁmmﬁuqqﬁﬁw
yihfiffuuazeuaungnssulviaenndesiuidmnesseren Tnedigiumsvhainundnegiisuesdoiu
i (Prefrontal Cortex) Saidulassairsavsduiiiaundifaauarlideusyaunisainniiaalusag
Uguie (Diamond, 2013; Barkley, 2012) 411338189Uszaninenrans (Neuroscience) Buduingig
Ugideifuthananddyiigelunisairneasszamues BF waaduns gmndna. (2561). wazilu
FINFIUVBINSITEUINAEATTIN (Utiann suiAsegns, 2555; aingll quUin, 2564) nseun1siaun EF
Tutlagtuisueneanuasoungundu 9 du Mvhaudssaudusgndudeou Toud nsduielday
(Working Memory), A58 9Anlasnsos (Inhibitory Control), A31u8ang un19AI1u@n (Cognitive
Flexibility), n15A3UAue1sual (Emotional Control), 9n3aldla (Sustained Attention), M35 uLaL
a3 91 (Initiating), N19219UKNUTATEUU (Planning/Organizing), N15AANINUIZLT UAULD Y
(Monitoring), wagn153{ iUy (Goal-Directed Persistence) (Harvard University Center on the

Developing Child, 2024; ¥3eyin $98euwi uavamy, 2562) MInmuvnusaidnmsunuiadu
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n1siau (Play) lugiugnalamisdssaminginasdenuimusssunisau lsunissusesly
szﬁ’ummﬁmﬁdwLﬂuﬁm'ﬁsﬁguﬁugmsumtﬁﬂ (United Nations, 1989) wavtduAanssuiiAnduiosna
sssumAmeaualaslavennnUgude Uedun walani, 2560) W duasuRILINSUBIELDY
ptaduszuy (@ssude Waundaaigdy, 2565 Wnduunmd ., 2563) ludsnalaniadszam
e maaulagiamznsauiiilasiadiuasditnane (Purposeful Play)se MsiduunuIvauyd
(Sociodramatic Play) fiotdu "ﬁmﬂﬁﬁﬁmimﬂamaﬂ%uﬁ" (Youngciety, 2566) Ine Weisberg et al.

(2022) Fliruinluseninenisiaunnazgninmelild EF laun Working Memory Tunisanding,

Y

Inhibitory Control lumsgudsdiaywneyies, waz Cognitive Flexibility Tumsasuunummienagms
4017 eyl (2560) FsmaiduiifinanimazenszduliAnAnn1sAniinge (Aksor Education,
2019) 83lun3niiu Vygotsky (1978) é’fﬂLﬂudwmna'uﬁawumﬂﬁlﬁﬂﬁnLsﬁﬂfcjmmﬂ’@ummiﬁiﬂé’lﬁm
(zPD) (nseunsly, 2563; driinsunesuativayunsaiuaiuguan (aeae), 2561) deviilinanian
annsaiinduinugnsaueunuesidivileniisefuimunnisiuriass

Usziiulymuardoritmadnimsluviunlvewdnnudinesiv EF uaz Play asluiiveusu

[y 1

ag19n I nn1sUssyndldlulsemelngdinandeyiugasinmnnisidday (Significant Gap)

[y a

lngianzegredalusunsainfanssunaennaeanuinddn (giu wavun, 2564) N1sUNIMENgAS

$#39NANTTUINNANUTLNAN N U A1071508519A213068 9118997199715 U A AL AU NUENIIFIAL

Tausssuliduinlveldegradui venandauwidedrulngingwduf EF 3 drundn (EF) niald

v 1 [y

Aanssuanauidinnsiasziegquanlulseiuswolull nsysannis EF 9 du diuitdie

a

Inafnnisiaszviegaduszuuinfanssundaniduaineaznisasiauiiudiu anuisansea

Y] g7 q

EF lainsudauns 9 suegnauiaseegnls finsyan auving wasdian fulitusinig. (2565). n1e

LY [

UfURdmsudineadesns gunasesasdivuauleuiednauuinidiadnagnsndaaulunisly

Y

=

ynenaneTaussaulnedieiau BF Insanzingusvasduazanunsvesunanuisnsi 3u
AyUnsadglunmsaiisesdanuilmi lnonsdaunseiuasiinngioiiaanzinitedenlosdosing
fanam lnedinguizasdudnilodaasgimnuidenloadmguisevinansiau (Play) Aunsiam
EF wazthiausuumanisuuafiysannsiuuTunmeiaussailng esie yaifles. (2562). 3
AIdeladunsgrinsounnAndmguivesinyeaues EF 9 arukazliasisanuduiusidenalniu
mndﬂmﬁmﬂgui’aLLasﬁﬁLauagﬂLLUUﬁ%ﬂiiumuduﬁgimmiqﬁ{]mmﬂmLﬁaﬁua%uﬁﬂwamm
EF 1 9 #1u egnadussuuiielauouuamadaufuinisddaay dmiuagiaeu gunAsasuazy
fvuauleuiglunislininensmatamussnnioaiannguanosisiunauas Ssdudmiudinugude
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1. hurfnuasnguugu (Conceptual and Theoretical Framework) @uiliiingussasaiiie

9 9

NUNIUITIUNTIUTLAITR9 U Executive Functions (EF) uagngufWauinisiaduayunalnnig

Soudiu maaudadusingiudidglunisimszigiiuuianssunuuiuning

1.1 wuafnganguves Executive Functions (EF) 9 1w tduenil ldeSurefsynaes
oo v =~ ¢ @

nsruIUNIsAIVANNII I uarensuniiduteu (Self-Regulatory Processes) lagilaudUnyuins
naneag auesdumin (Prefrontal Cortex) N13WaUT EF Wiguiadaunisasne'seuulumnig
(Operating System) (Diamond, 2013)va3aaaN13elAiyARRAILITIUSUITIANITAULBIUAL NI NEINS
MepNUAReusTR UmIne Al

1.1.1 goumeUseamine1ved EF (Neural Basis) vinwe EF gnajuaulaglasasneUsgam
ludunthvesaueslagianizusiim Prefrontal Cortex (PFC) NM3imu1ves PFC A31usioliadnaus
msnuazandulauieleglngnoudu waliyae'mits1auialania” (Window of Opportunity) #
o v A A 1 19 t% 1 1 = o ! v S '
dAnnanfeyiguisnisnsziued1umanganlugndanilugdnisainneasyssamnudwnsa
(Neural Wiring) ﬁqa'amam'ammmmmlumaﬁaui’ Harvard University Center of Developing
Child. (2014).msdndulakazn1saIuANesuallusEzen?

1.1.2 asAUsznaunan (EF) uazn1svened 9 au wdin EF azilesdusznaunan (EF)
e 3 a1 win1sussendldluviuntinasawaziianisdanisnginssululssseuladnisvensnseauy
Tiaseunquiinueilavidunseutazdudoudaiusiudu 9 du Jainwe 6 auilwdodurinueiides

afun1suTIniuLes EF Insanansadanguls dell

nguvinee Vinwe EF 9 finu Aesurglagdauy

sinwzununans (EF)  ||1) msdsdnlngnsos - ANUANNTAIUNNTVEAYTETEIUNSHOUALDS
(Inhibitory Control) FiAntussludivienudessitivnyen
2) M3sdteldfanu - Auasalunsiiusneuazdanistoyaly
(Working Memory) Tadhasrafieiluldlunsvhauiings

Anliunisey

3) ANUEANEUNIS - ﬂ'gmaflmiﬂumiﬂ%’uLﬂﬁaugmaa WUIAA
AUAR (Cognitive vidsoyangunasilunismevaues ieanmunisel
Flexibility) Wasuly

yinwgnsdanisaues ||4) ms3Buuarasdievn |- awaninsolunsiiuuesBudnihnunie

(Self-Management) |(Initiating) ﬁammﬁ@i’jﬂaﬁléﬂmUlﬁiﬁm%fuﬂisﬁuwja (EF)
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5) ANFINUHUTATEUY - AnuaNsalunsAUALIINY @519810U

(%
[

(Planning/Organizing)  |[{uneunazdansneinsiisndulinuussaua

(Working Memory wag Cognitive Flexibility)

6) NSANAINYITLLEU - ANUANNTAIUNITHSIVEBUUSEANTANANS
AULDY (Monitoring) auBInULey kavusuunludenudeinnain

( Working Memory)

Winwegneorsualuay  |[7) madadnang (Goal- |- anuaiunsalunismivaNufizenevauas

AN Directed Persistence) | 4naANSIUVIRANATIAATUDL 9T UNSY
(Emotional/Behavioral) (Inhibitory Control)
8) N3AIVANBITU] - ANUAINNTIUNITIANITLAZUARNIDBNI

(Emotional Control)  [esuailviegluseiuvunzauuazaseassnse
an1un1sal (Inhibitory Control wag Cognitive
Flexibility)

[y

9) Mm3yandeldla - ANNEINTatUNSANANRSlIkATaNNSag iU
(Sustained Attention)  [a1un3sfanssulafanssuviliegasdeiiios

(Inhibitory Control)

1.2 nguiwaunisiaduayunisiaun BF diunisiau nmsiaudunalnniainuinisi
Fundounsiaures EF tnedsngiunmamnuiiddysessu

1.2.1 nufdIau-TusITuvas Vygotsky (Sociocultural Theory) Lev Vygotsky (1978)

Flfiuinnsiaulneaniznisiauunumauud (Sociodramatic Play) Wuiianssutn (Leading

'
v A [y

Activity) Niddgyantunisiauinveniemuanseaugelugauguie Vygotsky wudn nswausinly
I3 a a [ a v a Y] Al Y
WNANUITARAAINGANTIUTFINTIANANTAT RIS 9Ly Lwaimuin1sitndifes (Zone of
Proximal Development: ZPD) n15a@iuunu1n (1w n1siduagusenue) Tesauliiindedudy
a av o Y o 1Y ) a ¢ i 1% ] o = g =

ngAnssuN ki AuunUIMEazAIUTUAsY nonaiNsaunNTannasTINiy Fadun1sindunis
AIUANALLDY (Inhibitory ControllwagAuEanEun1aAIuAn (Cognitive Flexibility) ae19iise34la
nelu

1.2.2 ngu Wauin15n19dgyy1ved Piaget (Cognitive Development Theory) Jean

Piaget (1962) 4833Mn5@WudunszUIUN15Y89N3TUFY (Assimilation) Fadunsiiuseaunisallval

dhdlassadamadaaidu lnsenznisausuulddydnual (Symbolic Play) Manld@swesmilaunu
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Sndemils (wu 19 umu) iWunstinlddnldanuAngs vusssudadufiugiuddyues Working
Memory wag Cognitive Flexibility lunsidlauazdnnsiuundnilildegasamin

123 n9uf+T9913ATNY1909 Bronfenbrenner (Ecological Systems Theory) Urie
Bronfenbrenner (1979) wWiugrinsiauidngnimualnsssuuasnedeuiidowtuiunaistunis
Wann EF funsiauislannsaiatuegrdanieiuddosonfonmnudonadeseming Microsystem
(AseuAsI/lsaS8u) wag Macrosystem (Tausssy Aflea) nsihnsiaumuusunineunldsaduns
4319UEeNAG U Macrosystem @evilinswaun EF Sanuvunenisdenusmusssuuaziin

U A Y
ﬂ'ﬂﬂJENEJqu’Nﬂ'N\T

1.3 MSNUMILITIUNTTALITU Play, EF uazuSummeiamsssy msdseseduanalut
nenssui i ldlindngudszdndegadaaudn Aanssunisiduiidngunas (Rule-based
Games) kagAanssuiiiunisudtam (Problem-Solving Play) finalaensasonisimun EF Harvard
University Center of Developing Child. (2014). eg19lsAanu s1uideaulug aummgaaq'uu
wuudraesfiiduaina (Universal Models) warAanssunisiauiiinaniamsssunsJunnlummseiu
{1 unmnaArIsiyaiunsysanns EF asu 9 fu Whiugidyguesiadinlne dedidmau
31fia Caine, Caine, Carol, and Karl (2009). Fareliiintosinemiaivinisian ”zuum'iazl,duﬁjuﬁ"m
vo4lng anevlin WU wegBoud, 33U1a1s, Jiumns ‘vﬁaLﬁuﬂzmé’auﬁﬂaLﬂm%ﬁvﬁmammzé’aﬂ%
nsmfunuesgs uidsanmslesgesraiussuuimsasdunand dnalnawizegnalslunis
ns¥Au EF uinznu 71 9 ¢ mewmfﬁagaﬁuﬁ%@uLﬁmiaad'm‘ﬁmstmauamaULLmﬁmL%aﬂalﬂ

Meulesinugaues EF 9 mudiiugduuumsiduiigennaosiuuiunias Tausssulngog1ausiase

(%
IS

2. ANFILATIZINALNNITWAIUI EF 9 91U HIUNISLaUMINUSUNING dudd TnaUseasntiie

9
[

AATERTInaln (Mechanistic Analysis) 71n15t@uANUTUNINY Taglanizn1Tagaunutu @1unse
vuiidue3eadle (Culturally Relevant Scaffold) Tunisnszdunasiaiuasivinwe Executive

Functions (EF) Asu7ie 9 au taegisls Taeendevannisues Sociocultural Theory 489 Vygotsky

2.1 mMsiauunumanuiuuulne: aanadaiesdy (Local Market Play) n1siaunainiin

Yy  a I3 i a . . a Y  adda ' ') '
viosdu tWunsiauunumanud (Sociodramatic Play) Aiagvieuintinlneegnednau nsiauyszan

=l v Y v

anududouasazymeliindedldvinue EF agradudu fail

De

Vinwe EF nalnnisnszdusunsiaunaatiaviony

Inhibitory Control (- infasgugenistinruvsenginssuiilaidniuunum (wWu fosmnan

lszuuudeuneviseviuiuvedlusuyiui)

R
o

Working Memory |- $15180158UAY/ANaLANABINe visednAd@evesgnaluvay

8NTNS DU
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Vinwe EF nalnn1snszaurIuNISIEUAaInAiRY

Cognitive Flexibility |- fiosususlasuunuimiazngniniogessings (wu advainauveiduny

1%
=

Fovisorldsuannuiesinduialan)

Emotional Control |- asupue1suaiilegndbidensaileiiiousesnaauiandausey

Planning/Organizing |- 7M3uNUA15IRuIAEssEUA LAz Muuatusoulun1steusTiTIuIu

Initiating - SRUNMSLEAUDVIYAUAINTEIIUNTLATARRTBITUGNAN

2.2 Myagauiuduluuiing (Rule-Based Traditional Games) MsagiauiiingnAnidaLau
Wuguuuunisauilasunisiigaduaiinduszdnsamasgaluniswaun EF (Almy and ZelaZo,
2015) lnglanizgnisagiauiinaun1singeulninagn1AIuALALLeY

2.2.1 UPRYOUN

Vinwe EF nalnnsnszeu

Y 1 a

Inhibitory Control |- dlaufitsdenisazdeslinisgsdnlninses Tunsvuiundenauluues

A
Y
VIRTNULAAIBINITAUAY La3dnIinmdeazgnindlndnuies

o

Sustained Attention ||- fasAsANATlalun1sandoflanasasIuIiuueIiiue

Goal-Directed |- fiitgnansdnsosqnanisladuliiu tnesathmane fo n1sdudidudnaulif
Persistence leneuazndusntanifa
2.2.2 33903
Vinwe EF nalnn1snsesu

Working Memory |- iindiesinuminadiasduglunisasnduuszguazdosdingnini Tutas

gavhevesn1sgndu (W lasidudians Tasdutaden)

Planning/Organizing ||- iinfiaeadusonauay Junzuasfiamslunisndeuidieliligniu

Monitoring - WnfesinauUszliunuesnaeniudulagniomindnevseli win

I ) A
NanAaIUsuNIsLARaulud

2.3 N1saaAsizinain EF 9 aruluusunlneg nsazaunudulnedaiuleidseulds
Tausssu (Culturally Relevant) Tun1snsesu EF 9 dusgaaseungu inssidufanssuiinduine

ibiia wisgdlanielu daduladedrdalunisiindu EF

Vinwe EF nsYsAINIslunsiaumuuIuning

EF 3 ¢nu - annsgsueguintulunnnuingLnaet (W degydour, 3391a19)

WAZLNUUNUMALLR (MANATAYIBIDU)
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Vinwe EF nsYsINslunsiaumuuIuning
Initiating - NSIRUNITAUUNUIELNR (19U 1SNAIIIU) vEon1siausaawasnily
1 < 1
nsagtaulungu
Goal-Directed |- nnswenemvin1sialidnsanungueany Wy manereudulnlaly
Persistence wagyraurn visen sneneusngulvisuglugiiuma)
Impulse Control |- nsauauauteslidlivharengnanilunisau @gniniusgnasaiiaiiy
! Aa
NISAUNING)

2.3 NNSAZLAUNUTIUMLUNITIBEULAENNSYINUS LAY

2.3.1 3Aunme msastauiiludieg1aifvesfianssunguifese1dunis 1uaugna

gns waznIs Usvaunu veiaurianguegeiaiilo devinmevinue EF seaugs

Vinwe EF nalnnsnszdurunISIaUgAUNIg

. .. & aou I o v [ a = d‘ & W
Planning/Organizing |- Wn#ifuumlumgiasnaunuuazdnssuufirnenisinfiounvesgvian
\endnidenisgnuailidumslaedesinarmininasdesiuiiouniogdiu

9190849ls

'
1A

Monitoring - fauiduduadgieafianuuszdiunuesinneiiiousiunense bl
wardosUiuanusyiendiiaenadasiuiigednaoniian dialiliuas

VINDBNIINAU

Cognitive Flexibility |- vgipsusuilasunagnsiunistesiusuilofianienisiilanvesuln

Wasuluagnesa

'
1A

Inhibitory Control |- fiaufidudiumsiesdudinnudensiayimilluieduariossnw

muvdsliegluwaimungnini

a ] & oA v o M I a & & a Ay v
2.3.2 1uUnEan LLZLI"USL‘UUﬂ']iaSLau‘WLuu‘l/m‘@%ﬂ']il,ﬂa@u'lﬂ?LLWLWUﬂzaqﬂL‘UUﬂ"ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂJWﬁ@ﬂm

Ny EF Tun159nn1sTusaukagtU1nungagnaiite

Vinwe EF nalnn1snIzAuRIUNISIAUNZaN

Planning/Organizing |- WinAasnsunuasuduneulunisenvinuazansnzaiiosnwaunauas

AUt lngdedna1duANNEIAYTENINNITNTIFIAUATAIAY

Sustained Attention |- siasldaunzuarliflaandeagiunissnwaunauwaznisauaunisingeulng

YDUNLALNEANDENIMDLLIDINADATLYLNY
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Vinwe EF nalnnsnszduerunisiAunal
Goal-Directed - msnenenudulifadudalagliduudinassoasudulminasnsa Ju
Persistence nsEnAugat g wazauneeuegsligevie

Working Memory |- $19ussusazinaiiansiuiineyindnsa visdiAuusiiveaiion/n;

wthuyszendldlunisnniauasisly

2.4 asUnisdauasigiinaln EF 9 muriumstaunuusuninenisiiunsinsigsiludiu giu

a [ 4 G4 Y & = ¥/ 14 2/ & 1Y 1 [
maagiaungal ilvenarsdanunsananddiiutenalnnisnsedu EF ldasudiums 9 druegrady
szuu Ingldiegamsaziauiios 4 ¥ila (andaviesdu, deggoudn, 339113, wag JAUMI/AGY

n¥an)

Vinwe EF 9 du nalnn1snszauaInalegnnsaulne (asu)

Inhibitory Control |- uegyaaur1 (MuRumas), saindn (EudmgRnssuuanunuim)

Working Memory |- 33917815 (§199ginad), naiatin (31519A158UA/31A7)

Cognitive Flexibility |- na1atin (@duunuim), giuma (Wasunagnstesiv)

Emotional Control |- aaaia (IAN150133alA0504), JAUMS (AIVANANUWAIALDNTU)
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