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Abstract

This research aims to study proactive internal audit strategiesand risk management that affect the operational
efficiency of universities under the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI). It also
examines the mediating role of executive support in this relationship. Data were collected from 152 universities
through questionnaires, with responses from internal auditors and heads of internal audit units from 123 universities

(representing a response rate of 80.92 percent). Descriptive statistics, including percentages, means, and standard
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deviations, were used, along with Pearson’s correlation analysis and multiple regression analysis to examine the
influence of the studied variables.

The findings indicate that proactive internal audit strategies, particularly in the aspects of integration and
participation, have a statistically significant positive impact on the operational efficiency of universities at the .001
level. Regarding risk management, factors related to operations, finance, and regulatory compliance also have a
statistically significant positive influence on university operational efficiency at the .001 level. Additionally, the
mediating variable, executive support, significantly influences the relationship between financial risk management

and university operational efficiency at the .05 level.

Keywords: Proactive Internal Audit, Risk Management, Executives Support, Operational Efficiency
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