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Abstract

The article on policy on elderly welfare in Thailand aims to study the meaning and
significance of the public policy, the situation of the elderly in Thailand, the elderly welfare
system development, and challenging points in elderly welfare development issues. The
elderly welfare policy is an important demographic public policy for the people and the
government stability. Currently, the number of Thailand’s population is the third-largest in
Asia with the rapidly increasing elderly population structure. Therefore, the government
always focuses on the determination of the demographic policy. The study revealed that
the constitutional law provides the elderly rights to receive state assistance under the Act
on Elderly B.E. 2546 defining for persons over 60 years of age who possess Thai nationality
to have the rights to receive state assistance. The aforementioned act is regarded as a public
policy in the form of a concrete law with distinct guidelines. Furthermore, there is the
government's demographic policy on the elderly which has been set out as a plan at the
national, ministry, and regional level for the elderly, including the local level. The content of
social welfare in Thailand is divided into 7 areas: Education, Health, Housing, Employment
and Income Maintenance, Social Security, Social Services, and Recreation. Hence, this
welfare system is an important mechanism that helps people in society to be able to access
the state assistance when being in trouble. Especially, Thailand has fully entered the elderly

society in the present.

Keywords: Public Policy; Social Welfare; Welfare System Development
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