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ABSTRACT
This study aimed to: 1) examine the social-development roles of the Buddhist
Health Promotion Center in Phichit Province; 2) investigate the Center’s capacity-building
processes; and 3) strengthen its social-development networks. A qualitative design was
employed using purposive sampling of 10 key informants. Data were collected through
structured interviews, focus-group discussions, and participatory workshops, verified via data

triangulation (persons, time, and place), and analyzed using content analysis. The field site
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was Wat Thap Khlo (Suan Phothisat), Thap Khlo District, a prototype temple for refuge and
palliative care for ailing monks.

1) The social-development role of the Buddhist Health Promotion Center in Phichit
Province has been implemented under the policies of the Supreme Sangha Council and in
parallel with the Ministry of Public Health. The primary aim is the prevention, support, and
promotion of monks’ health.

2) The capacity-building process of the Center begins with the concept of
counseling, the development of training curricula to enhance the potential of phra
khilanupatthak (Monks Caring for the Sick), and the expansion of Buddhist health-promotion
networks.

3) The network-strengthening process involves collaboration with state agencies and
civil society to improve quality of life through the integration of “Buddhist principles and
technology.” Its proactive approach operates across four dimensions: providing relief and

assistance, supporting and nurturing, participatory development, and integrated networking.

Keywords: development; monk’s care; Buddhist health promotion center; network
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