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ABSTRACT

Corruption in Thai society is a significant issue that impacts sustainable
development. Civil society plays a vital role in anti-corruption efforts; however, the
integration of Buddhist principles into anti-corruption initiatives by civil society networks
remains a topic that lacks systematic study. This research aims to 1) study the working
processes of civil society networks involved in corruption prevention, 2) promote the
development of social innovation for anti-corruption, and 3) present approaches to anti-
corruption at the area level. The research is qualitative and development-oriented,
employing a grounded theory approach through in-depth interviews with high-level national
experts in the prevention of corruption. Data analysis was conducted using ATLASti. The
research results found that the network's working process begins with a deep understanding
of corruption problems, followed by the development of operational mechanisms that
prioritize participation as its core. Social innovation development arises from the integration
between operational mechanisms and holistic consciousness creation based on Buddhist
principles, resulting in an anti-corruption innovation model by civil society networks
consisting of 6 main components: Buddhist principles foundation (Noble Truths 4, Iddhipada
4, Sappurisadhamma  7), understanding layer, operational mechanism layer, consciousness
and motivation layer, network structure, and 4-step working process. The new knowledge
generated is the integration of Buddhist principles with modern anti-corruption mechanisms
suitable for the Thai social context, particularly the application of Hiri-Ottappa as a mental
innovation and the creation of a holistic anti-corruption ecosystem. Recommendations for
application include developing corruption risk assessment tools at the area level, creating
digital platforms for complaints and surveillance, training network leaders according to

Buddhist principles, and systematically expanding to other areas.

Keywords: Anti-corruption innovation model; Civil society networks; Integration of Buddhist
principles; Sustainable development
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