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Abstract

This academic article aims to present 1) the meaning of belief, 2) the types of beliefs in
Thai society, 3) the belief of Naga in Thai society, and 4) the influence of the belief of Naga that
is evident in Thailand. The presented data was through a literature review process from research
reports, research articles, academic articles, books, documents, and interviews with experts
related to the belief in Naga. The results can be summarized to present as follows: 1) Belief

means holding that something is true, even if it can be proven or unprovable. When human
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beings believe in something, it will be expressed physically and verbally. Each human being has
certain beliefs in common and some beliefs are not the same, 2) Types of beliefs in Thai society
can be classified into 2 types: beliefs that are derived from religion (mainstream cultural beliefs
can be found throughout the country) and folk beliefs (folk culture beliefs can only be found
locally). 3) The belief in Naga has been with Thai society for a long time, especially among the
people of the Mekong Basin who are Buddhism as the main religion and there is respect for the
Naga, which is believed to have the power of miracles, able to inspire things, like the local religion,
4) Belief in Naga is considered a great myth and has an influence on Thailand that reflected this
belief through various artworks, such as literature on the fairy tale of Uranghathat, traditions, and
festivals such as the illuminated boat procession and ways of life such as plowing the fields will
not plow in the direction of the Naga head.
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