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Abstract

This research article aims to study the roles of Buddhist mantras in making holy water by
chanting the Ratana Sutta during the outbreak of the COVID - 19 virus disease. Using the concept
of Functionalism. Used to study folklore information regarding roles and responsibilities in
society. The researcher therefore used it to analyze the role of Buddhist mantras resulting from
the chanting of the Rattana Sutta to make holy water during COVID - 19. During the chanting of

the Rattana Sutta, holy water will be made. Content scope to study and collect information
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from 1) primary documents include: the Tripitaka edition of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University 2) secondary documents include: research, articles, books and 3) online media
information that contains references to chanting the Rattana Sutta and making holy water. This
research is a qualitative study that relies on data from relevant documents related to the Ratana
Sutta, the beliefs of Buddhist mantra by Ratana Sutta chant, and the practice of the holy water
using Ratana Sutta chant according to the guidelines of the Sangha Supreme Council published
on March 25, 2020. The research findings, analyzed through content analysis, reveal that the
roles of Buddhist mantra derived from the recitation of Ratana Sutta during COVID - 19 are
characterized by three important roles that are 1) cause faith 2) encouraging human confidence,
and 3) emphasizing the significance of Buddhism in Thai society during a crisis. Ratana Sutta
Chanting and Ratana Sutta holy water plays an effective role to support human spirits especially
in the times of crisis. Interestingly, they are also applied to deal with the emergence of COVID -
19 pandemic in Thai society.

Keyword: Holy Water, Buddhist Mantra, Rattana Sutta Chant, COVID - 19
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