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Abstract

This research aims to: 1) explore the connection between the state and Buddhism, and
how the Buddhism is legitimated by the constitution; 2) compare the constitutional recognition
of Buddhism in Thailand and other countries; 3) study the legislation of Buddhism in the Thai
constitution; and 4) analyze the issues and propose guidelines for legislation of Buddhism in the

Thai Constitution. This study is a qualitative research, gathering information from relevant
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documents and using comparative theory along with the facts and context of Thai society as
criteria for analysis. The research findings are as follows: 1) Cambodia is a religious state as it
constitutionally declares Buddhism as the national religion. Sri Lanka, Myanmar, and Thailand are
secular states because they do not declare Buddhism as the national religion, but they are secular
states that give special importance to Buddhism; 2) the Cambodian constitution, Article 43,
designates Buddhism as the national religion. The 2008 Myanmar constitution, Article 361,
acknowledges the special status of Buddhism, which the majority of the population follows. The
Sri Lankan constitution, Article 9, states that the state must give Buddhism the foremost place.
The 2017 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand requires that the King must be a Buddhist, as
stated in Article 7; 3) the Thai constitutions of version 1997, 2007, and 2017 have shown
progressive development in legislation of Buddhism into the constitution, particularly the current
constitution (2017), which enshrines the intention of recognizing Buddhism as the national religion
in Article 67; 4) the 2017 Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, Article 7, requires that the head
of state be a Buddhist, and Article 67 is intended to encompass the promotion, support,
protection, and prevention of actions that could undermine Buddhism, making the constitutional
recognition of Buddhism appropriate to the context of modern Thai society.

Keywords: Legislation, Buddhism, National Religion, Constitution
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