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Abstract

This research aims to study the concepts and theories, principles of Dharma related to
the performance of funeral rites, and present knowledge about the forms of funeral rites in Thai
society. This qualitative research with key informants and focus group discussions, totaling 16
people. The data was analyzed descriptively. The research results found that the concepts and
theories related to Buddhist rituals are for the happiness and prosperity of the deceased. There

are two types of merit-making for funeral rites: 1) Making merit in front of the coffin, which is
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making merit on the 7th, 50th, and 100th day; 2) Making merit for the remains, which is making
merit in commemoration of the death of ancestors who have passed away. The related principles
of Dharma are that the truth of life is unwholesome, is impermanent, is impermanent, is suffering,
and is not-self. All conditioned things are impermanent and suffering. All dharmas are not-self.
There are two forms of funeral rites: 1) Cremation ceremony for the deceased who are ordinary
people; 2) Royal cremation ceremony for people who have done good for society. The research
also presents knowledge about the forms of funeral rites. It is a new knowledge, namely the AAAD
Model, consisting of A = Abhidhamma (Abhidhamma) A = (Anattalakkhana Sutta) (Anattalakkhana
Sutta) A = Adittapariya Sutta (Adittaparichaya Sutta) D = Dhammaniyam Sutta (Dhammaniyam
Sutta). The noble Dhamma tells the characteristics of life, how it is, namely the common
characteristics of anicca, dukkha and non-self. It is the truth of life, telling us that life is
impermanent, changing according to causes and conditions that make it happen (anicca). Life is
suffering (dukkha) because it must change. It cannot remain the same. It cannot find the true self
that can force it to be constant and follow power (anatta). The performance of the ceremony is
important according to the Buddhist principle, emphasizing the purpose and practicing the way
of Dhamma.

Keywords: Form of Inauspicious Ceremony, Thai Society, Buddhism
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