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Abstract

This research aims to study the conflict between the truth in the literary world and the
truth outside the literary world in Laos before the New Imagination Policy. This is a qualitative
research. The sample group is the Lao literature, Puen Kao (Old Friends) and Ploynok (Bird Release)
by Bounthanong Somsaiphon. The research instrument is the conceptual framework of “social
truth” by Petre Petrov, which proposes that the socialist realist literary style prevalent in the
communist state, always has content that conflicts with the reality outside the literary world. This
is because such literature will produce a set of truths to test against various arguments until it is
close to the truth outside the literary world according to the historical dialectical method, which
is an important theory of the communist socialist movement. Nevertheless, socialist realist
literature considers the truth in this type of story as an indisputable truth. The collection of data
from literary texts, historical texts, and contexts from secondary evidence such as academic books
and academic articles, along with analytical description, found that there was a conflict between
the truth in the literary world and the truth outside the literary world in Laos before the New
Imagination Policy. The truth in the literary world of the two Lao short stories, written according
to the socialist realist style, does not only conflict with the contemporary truth in Laos outside
the literary world according to Petrov’s concept. Because when considering the historical context
of the time when both short stories were written, it can be seen that what literature has excluded
are social problems that the government has not yet been able to deal with and that existed in
Laos before the New Imagination Policy
Keywords: Freeing Birds with Old Comrades, Polished Truth, Lao Literature, Socialist-Realist Literature,

Pre-New Imagination Laos
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