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Abstract
This article studies the lives of new Chinese in Chiang Mai City. It aims to present the
process of social network construction and analyze the characteristics and roles of these social

networks. The research method uses in-depth interviews, including participatory and non-
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participatory observation. The key informants are 30 new Chinese parents of their children who
study in international schools located in Chiang Mai. The study follows the concept of social
networks, and the research results found that. The research results found that 1) The process of
creating a social network before moving to Thailand involves preparing and finding methods
before moving in. After entering, a new social network will be created to adjust to Thai society.
2) The characteristics and roles of social networks are related to children's education. The services
of overseas education consulting companies are mainly used. In addition, there is help and advice
through word-of-mouth among people who know each other. Most social networks occur through
both online and offline platforms. Chinese people use social media platforms for online platforms
to exchange experiences of living in Thailand. As for offline platforms, new Chinese parents will
gather through various groups, such as parent-student groups, Thai language learning groups,
career groups, religious groups, etc., to meet, talk, and help solve problems for each other.
Therefore, these groups can be considered social networks that create a community of new
Chinese parents living in Chiang Mai society today.

Keywords: Social Networks, New Chinese, Chiang Mai City
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