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Abstract

This survey research aimed to analyze and validate the second-order confirmatory factor
structure influencing undergraduate program selection among students at Prince of Songkla
University, Pattani Campus, for the academic year 2024. The factors studied included university
reputation, curriculum, location and environment, expenses and financial aid, employment
opportunities and alumni success, and culture and society. The sample consisted of 333 first-
year undergraduate students selected using stratified random sampling. The research instrument
was a questionnaire validated for content validity by three experts using the Item-Objective
Congruence Index (I0C), with I0C values ranging from 0.66 to 1.00. The reliability of the questionnaire
was assessed using Cronbach's alpha coefficient in a pilot test with 30 respondents, yielding an
overall reliability score of 0.96. Data analysis employed descriptive statistics and second -order
confirmatory factor analysis (S-CFA) to validate the structural integrity of the model. The S-CFA
examined six factors: university reputation, curriculum, location and environment, expenses and
financial aid, employment opportunities and alumni success, and culture and society. The results
indicated a good model fit with the empirical data (p = 0.114, CMIN/DF = 1.188, GFI = 0.977,
RMSEA = 0.024). Factor loadings ranged from 0.78 to 0.95, with statistical significance at the
0.001 level. The factor with the greatest influence was employment opportunities and alumni
success, followed by culture and society, and expenses and financial aid, respectively.

Keywords: Factors, Decision-Making in Study Choice, Undergraduate Studies
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Chi-square = 100.971, df = 85, p = .114
CMIN/DF = 1.188, GFI = .997, RMSEA = .024

*** Statistically significant level at .001
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