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Abstract

This research article aims to study the relationship between the roles of sacred water
derived from the chanting of the 12 legends of the Paritta (protective Buddhist chants) and its
use for various social purposes in contemporary Thai society, using a framework based on the
concept of functionalism. In this study, the researcher refers to the sacred water derived from
chanting the 12 legends of the Paritta as “Paritta Sacred Water.” This is a qualitative research
study where the researcher gathered relevant data from three sources: 1. Primary documents:
These include the Tripitaka scriptures and translated commentaries, such as the *Suttanta Pitaka*
(Sermon Section) of the *Khuddaka Nikaya* and the *Dhammapada* (Dharmic Verses) edition from
Mahamakut Rajavidyalaya University 2. Secondary documents: These include research studies,
articles, and books that are related to the role of holy water from chanting the 12 Paritta legends,
as well as content related to the Paritta chants themselves 3. Online media: These include
contemporary references on how Paritta sacred water is made, associated beliefs, and discussions
about the 12 Paritta legends. The researcher collected and analyzed these data between May
2024 and December 2024, over a period of seven months. The findings of the research show that
the roles of sacred water derived from chanting the 12 Paritta legends reflects two significant
social roles which are 1) The role of sacred water as a sacred object that enhances auspiciousness
for its holder and 2) The continued presence of traditional sacred water rituals in contemporary
society. It emphasizes the importance of Buddhism that Buddhism as an anchor for the minds of
people in Thai society.

Keywords: Achievement, Sacred Water, The Twelve Legends of Paritta
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