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Abstract

This research article aims to analyze beliefs and rites in the Hua-po Festival of the Zhuang
Tribe in Pu-miao Sub-district, Yong-ning District of Nanning City. Qualitative research methodology,
including documentary studies is folklore of the Zhuang people; observations; in-depth interviews
such as community leaders, ritual practitioners, and devout villagers, In-depth interviews with
selected and non-specific key informants of forty-three informants, and textual analysis are applied.
The research finds three objectives of rites in the Hua-po Festival, including worshipping the Hua-po
Goddess; recalling the Pu-miao Market Fair Day; and rain soliciting in the area of Pu-miao Sub-district,
blessing for prosperity; peace; and fulfillment. Two types of the rite are practiced, namely the public
rite which is interwoven between the local belief of the Hua-po Goddess and religious beliefs of
Taoism and Buddhism. Another is the individual rite, continuously practiced by the Zhuang Tribe,
which relates to beliefs in the Hua-po Goddess according to legends of the tribe. It is noted that
both rites are based on beliefs in the Hua-po Goddess rooted from some true part of the legends;
the beliefs and legends complete each other. Both the beliefs and legends significantly create
confidence and pride in people causing studies of the root and cultural inheritance; showing
identities; and solving problems of the society.

Keywords: Belief, Rite, Hua-Po Festival, Zhuang Tribe, People's Republic of China
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