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Abstract

This research aims to 1) Analyze the knowledge, power, and truth that emerge through
symbolic communication in political movements during the periods 2007 - 2014 and 2015 - 2019;
2) Synthesize a comparative analysis of the knowledge, power, and truth found within symbolic
communication in political movements during these two periods; and Develop a model for enhancing
the wisdom, power, and truth expressed through citizens’ symbolic communication in political
movements between 2007 - 2014 and 2015 - 2019. and 3) This is a qualitative study, utilizing
in-depth interviews with 20 key informants. The findings reveal that the period from 2007 to 2014
was characterized by democratic knowledge, with political movements based on ideology,
the use of colors as symbols, and the exercise of power through the 2007 Constitution. In contrast,
the period from 2015 to 2019 reflected a “semi-democracy” where political movements challenged
authority. Symbols were expressed through bodily gestures and emotions, and power was exercised
through the 2017 Constitution, representing a hybrid form of politics. The comparative analysis shows
that 2007 - 2014 represented a weak form of military-backed democracy, while 2015 - 2019 exhibited
a stronger military-dominated democratic system. During 2007 - 2014, power was exercised by the
military through the 2007 Constitution, whereas in 2015 - 2019, power was more intensely controlled
through the 2017 Constitution. As for “truth,” the 2007 - 2014 period can be seen as a soft
authoritarianism with elections conducted under democratic norms, while 2015 - 2019 reflected a
form of strong authoritarian politics. The model developed in this research emphasizes knowledge of
the democratic system, political rights and freedoms, political movements, symbolic communication,
power, the constitution, military influence, bureaucratic systems, law enforcement, and political truth-
grounded in democratic governance, elections, and justice.

Keywords: Comparative, Knowledge Power and Truth, Symbolic Communication, Political Movement
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