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Abstract

This research aims to: 1) Analyze the dynamics of socio-political conflict in Thailand during
1997 - 2013; 2) Synthesize the dynamics and resolution of socio-political conflict in Thailand during
2014 - 2019; and 3) Propose sustainable approaches to address political conflicts and their impacts
in Thai society. This is a qualitative research study that employed in-depth interviews using semi-
structured interview protocols with 25 key informants who are directly involved with or have
expertise in Thailand’s political conflicts. The data were presented using descriptive analysis. The
findings reveal that: 1) The socio-political conflict during 1997 - 2013 led to structural and cultural
shifts in Thai politics, resulting in the promulgation of the 1997 and 2007 Constitutions and the
emergence of major political movements such as the People's Alliance for Democracy (Yellow
Shirts) and the United Front for Democracy Against Dictatorship (Red Shirts); 2) During 2014 - 2019,
conflict escalated following the military coup by the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO),
which led to a decline in civil liberties and widespread criticism of the lack of transparency in the
2019 general election; and 3) Conflict resolution should focus on creating open public forums for
dialogue, promoting collaborative learning, developing centralized platforms for academic
knowledge and policy proposals, encouraging transparent communication, and fostering inclusive
public decision-making processes. The study is grounded in the theoretical frameworks of Azar’s
protracted social conflict, Burton’s conflict resolution theory, and Galtung’s concept of positive
peace, which together offer a comprehensive lens for analyzing conflict at structural, communicative,
and participatory levels. The research concludes that sustainable political conflict resolution in
Thailand requires inclusive and participatory peacebuilding approaches involving all sectors of society.

Keywords: Dynamics of Conflict, Conflict Resolution, Politics, Peaceful Means
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