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Abstract

This study was a qualitative research that aimed to explore the phenomenon of school
choice among Thai parents by examining its meanings, characteristics, conditions, processes, and
consequences. Data were collected through in-depth interviews with 20 parents whose children
were enrolled in secondary schools under the Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Secondary Educational
Service Area Office in the academic year 2025. Participants were selected using purposive sampling
combined with the theoretical sampling technique. The research instrument was a semi-structured
interview. The findings revealed that parental school choice is a decision-making process in which
parents apply their knowledge, experiences, values, and personal beliefs to evaluate educational
alternatives. Parents consider multiple factors to select the school that they perceive will best
promote their children’s development, success, and long-term quality of life. The study identified
three major components of the school choice phenomenon: 1) Determinant factors influencing
parental school choice, including 1.1) parents’ socio economic status, 1.2) children’ achievement
motivation, 1.3) school reputation, 1.4) school quality; 2) Decision-making process, consisting of
four stages: 2.1) information search, 2.2) perception and evaluation of alternatives, 2.3) assessment
of contextual fit within the family, and 2.4) final decision and school selection; and 3) Consequences
of parental school choice, encompassing 3.1) positive outcomes for children, who receive
education suited to their potential and social environment, and 3.2) systemic effects on the
educational sector, fostering competition and continuous improvement of schools as desirable
options for parents.

Keywords: Grounded Theory, Parental Decision-Making, School Choice, Thai Parents
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3.2 nsrvIuMsdenanuAnuliynviay
nsvuumsindulivesunasedunadenaniufinwlviynsvaiu iunssuaunmsiidietu
strafuddudeiies Tnvaziouiisisan nssuiiazmsUssidiumadonvosiunasesnglduiunma
wswghia daunazandouresnsounth annsosuunlfidu 4 fumeundn el
Fupoudt 1: NswanaUeya (Information Search Stage)
funaseaLanteyaifsaiuanufnwilagldundsdeyanainnaegiuuy
JanUszaunsainsuasnieden Wy n1swanstuunasossedu gaiites uieyanadiiiynsuaiu
weSouluanufnwiiaula madeuwuanudnuidenuouiie3uiusseiniauazanMLIndeuase
sufanmsdumdeyaandessulat Sulsivedlsedsuniedednuseulat doyadldsuanvarsunasi
Paelifunaseufnmnuidrladowiuietugudnsurredsidouin  wagamsaimuanseuves
yadondieuazinnsanlsogsdiiema
Fumeuii 2 M3usiarUseliunaden (Perception and Evaluation of Altematives)
sleffUnasesiifeyamnnneasBuingnszuiumsiSsuifisunmadenvesanufinm
Tnefinnsanaudnung iU wvslazanuLAniBIsazanuAnwmutlateaonadestuilou
YBIATAUATY WU ANNINNIAIINITUALAITIANTITIEUNNTADU ANUURBAdsvBIan uANY Tilaves
tiiou euazenlunEiumg szozentu suisliaglumsinu edansesmadenliuauas
uvdelamzanuAnufinseiuanudesnnsinnian
Fupouil 3: mefesanAIMINEAEsUTUNATEUAY (Contextual Fit Evaluation)
funasosazfinsanianiudnuniioglundumadentu fenumanzantuuion
yosnsounsuiiedla lneihladaanzvesnseuasautundunseulumsusediu wu seauselivesnseunss
anudeuarAlonn1ansine anmuIndesmadianLardnvAIRNIEYBIYATIA WU ATNDTR
anuaulavsoyndnam WieliiuladnanuAnufiidenavanunsaneuaussionnudesnisanzved
UnsauLazdonAaodiudnan mesnsounTilioguminzay
Funoudt 4: mssaulaidenaniufng (Decision and Selection Stage)
funasesazdingiunouaaine fo n1sdnauladonanudnuilifuiumzan
flanfuymsvanuuazasnndasiugurvesesaunil Matndulatifntunnsssnadeya Ussaumsal
wazeudovesiunases Tassjwidliynsvanildsulenianamsnuiiaian dluduamammaGous
nsWuWinweTiauaranmwndonfideteniniulnensdauauuasszauaudistluaunag
4. WaTAAAIIN
nszvumsinduladenanudnuliyamvanuvesiunasedinedmasiedoduaossziundn Tiu
waﬁl,ﬁm%uﬁwmwmu (Individual-Level Consequences) wazmaT AP uRUTEUUMSANY (System-Level
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Consequences) siapasyiuinnuduiusinenaiuwazasieuliiunsuasuwladudnuninves

Y

iU AseuATIlaran uAne el



358
Journal of Social Science and Cultural ) Vol.9 No.11 (November 2025)
b (G

4.1 waraynIvaiu (Consequences for Children)

nsidenaniufnwiiiaenadesiudnnniazanufosnnsvesymInaIu danalagnss
softmunsvesymsmauisludunsGeuiuarniniulansensunivasdeey ildsulemadidou
TuanuAnuiunzautudnuuzianizvssu wdunltuuaneonmenisdouslfifudnenmnniy
fussgelalumaougiuuasinanugulunisdouslussezen anufnuifinevauesiodnaniwegng
wnganiasaieanuiandudvenisBouiuarenudeiulumuies Sedmaliannsaianiine
nsAnTiATIgY nisfeansuwagnsususludenuldftedu uenand n1sedluanimuandeudidvislugy
dsaal ey A3 wazussIMANsEeud Sedlnademsaiamginssudanin wu anwiuiiavey Aruilide
LAEMILATNE DY

4.2 araIzuuN13An®I (Consequences for the Educational System)
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o w 1 =
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anusaneuauesAunInTvesUnasewardinuldRB sty naflniun Ae ansusiudenmnin
syisanu@ng Failugnsiannduvdngns msdanisBeud uinnssmnans@ng uagnnsuing
mansAnwfivanuaneuindu aoufnwusazuisiaosaiedndnuaiuazniiuanze tieaihs
AnuuAnisuaziagamuaulavesiunases uenanil daiiliAnnsnssmriindsulussiuulououasy

N15USMISIANTT WU N190T2A181eNENNANSANYIEIYIABY N1TENTEAUNINTTIUAMNAINITUSYY

wagNIiaLINalnasIvdeuAMNMIdenAdediuANRBIN1TVRsEUluLAaL U

aAUs1ENa
A =2 v 2/ al v g ] v a a a o

nsidenantuAnuliunsvauvesiunasesivediladuieinisdnduladausnisaseuats
wnuadunszuiunismadnniidudeudmaonasumedademaesugio dinn Jausssu wazaue

= [ 1 v Y a N A = .
M19N15ANY NSTUIUNITRINENAzTaulAuLIAAE BINTSIEBNANUANEYY (School Choice) U4
Friedman, M. ina171gunasesduduilnanisnisfine ndansidenlseseubiynsvaiulaedaiu
ANUAIAnIsagnSnensiiey (Friedman, M., 1962) lagaiunsaedusienansideluifiveadouly
wagnszuIuMsdenanuinuliynvay lansil

1. Reulvlunisidenanudnwiliuasvaiu Ysenaulumseulvdidty 4 au NEEvENase
nsdeduladenanudne lawn 1) SeulviuasugianasdinuvetunAsoaenndaeiungufnunig
TausT3U (Cultural Capital Theory) 84 Bourdieu, P. e5u18i1 AsauaTinilanugnidinugagasauy
MeTRusTs Wy Awg Allew uasinwefdwioliniuynsraiu dewabiiniianunieumasinisway
fuwrldufiazUszauanudniamiansfineiuinnininanaAseuAsINan Uz LATYg N LAz 1AM

(Bourdieu, P., 1990) uazeaennd o9 uLwIAANITAMUYBIATEUATI (Family Investment Model)
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?fas?}jﬁlﬁl,ﬁu’iwmam%’aﬁﬁw%’wmmmqmegﬁa]qa%mmmamﬂquaﬂﬁuﬂmgm@LLaz?iqLL’mé’am
mqmsﬁauiﬁﬁﬂmmwmw (Matthews, K. A. & Gallo, L. C., 2011) 2) L'ﬁlau"lfué’wumagﬂﬂﬁﬁmqwémaq
ynsvau usegslald duguivesynsmauidvinadensdadulavesfunasedlunisdonaniu@nw
funasesinfiansanm e auvedsssutudnonmuazidmnevesymns Wy aaudnwfifindngas
Wt aBeuapsn s elssSeuiiciuianssuiauamzng (Eccles, J. S. & Wigfield, A, 2002) Asauns

R3ennITYATHLTRlagRsLe IS S B U TORDUALBIAUADINITIMINTUAL AL AN BN

e =)

q q

saalviymsvanule Tunmaessiudn mnyesiusaqddas gunasesenadeniseuSsuniissuuguaseyana
11nn31 (Schunk, D. H. et al, 2014) 3) Jeoulvsutoidsavesaniufiny danadasiuluIAnuNdIAy
(Social Capital) ¥8¢ Coleman, J. S. MoSungnAudusius 1w3evie wazaulindaludsaunduninenns
o W d' 1 % Gl 13 1 [ ¥ 1 = a a U a dy a o v 6
drAnelvyaravsossrnsussai e siniuldegsiussansam umeadnuintuanujaunus

nedsnufiasauLazasoaniunilagdngumnis (Coleman, J. S., 1988) FaduiiugiudrAglunisasng

=

FaiduesanuAnwiluuTunvedsuSeu umsdnuusnguIuaNsuilesEnIeEuIms A3 Hunases
Audiiuazgury lsafeuiifiniorisanuiniefdundainldfunsatuayunsdnunagauUszanm
fnsuanidsudoyarnansilusda waglisunseensuluguzanriununm wadws fo maisdeides
yesanuAnwiludauan uag 4) Reulviuguanvesanufnw aenadesiusideves Glatter, R,

[y

Cantu, D. iy funasedlimnudidgyiuaaunwvedseiouinnniniadesussosmmsoailiane
LABIRNIEAUNINTIIUAT UANEAT WATUTIEINIANNAISISEUS (Glatter, R, 2012); (Cantuy, D., 2021)
TuvazilsaFouisiaunmgaindaulansiuludunadugnivesiniFoutas deideduguvu Feai
anuidesiunazfuussiagaligunaseadendsynsarudnbou aunmvssantufnuiafianuduiug
futieidssaznmdnunl lnsanuAnuiianunmiyairnsasaanmideuan (Reputation Quality Cycle)
Fahluganudafiuveseadnsmansinuiluszezenn (Nguyen, N. & LeBlanc, G., 2001); (Han, J. &
Baek, H., 2021)

2. nszUIUMSdenan uAnw YR IaIY

nszvaunsiadulaidenvesunasesd 4 Tunou Tdun 1) mawaramdeya 2) nsusadu
MadeN 3) NIRITANANUMNEANTIUTUNATOUATY Uag 4) n1sanduladenaniudnuliunsmaiu
Fenszurunsiiaenedestuuudnnszuunsiaaulavesiuslng (Consumer Decision-Making Process)
fluosinguilanazinunszuiunsiu Usuidiu dedulanadeyauazUszaunsaifiinm (Kotler, P. &
Keller, K. L, 2016) ludufl 1 nsuansndieya funasedlivislszaunisainsuardoyandsausoulay

¥ a

dzvioun1sdsunasvemgAinssunsuslaanian1sfnuilugaiIaaennaeauwuIAANTEUIUNIS

v a aa o

andulavesfuslnalugafdvia (Luna-Nevarez, C. & McGovern, E., 2020) §u3lnalugafddvialiveys
ndednuseulatvaznisuansanuAniiuesulatdiuiiimuanissuianuindeliovewadsmie
aotun1s@inw nislimaluladuasdednueoulanddlifivadu insesdiolumsdumundalunuiasne
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BalSguiiguaenaneaiunguin1sidenageilivgua (Rational Choice Theory: RCT) @305U1g91uang

anduladenmadenilinalstleviganneladeininvemsneinsuazteyanil ag (Becker, G. S.,

Y

1976) {unasesvimtnialoudinduladenagnsnoufisudunuiasnalavadusiagniaienatig

Y

seupey Telufiiviaasugia wu Ananiseu Aldielumsiiunagelddioudseng 4 waglufifing
AN WU dnenintesaniuAne a3 Auandeuuaglonalunisiauyamvailuszeren Tududl 3
NNSNATANANUMLNAUTIUTUNATOUATI danAaITUNTaULWIAANISHRBNERUANY (School Choice
Framework) 989 Schneider, M. & Buckley, J. 171'ﬂa'ndwmiﬁmﬁﬂwmﬁﬂﬂmaﬂumiLﬁaﬂamuﬁﬂm
Tryssanudunszuiumsussdiunnamefiszinsaseuaiaivanufinu Famnefls szivanuaennded
sevinsue anmideuazanumaniesnseuaifunuanvay SausTsuuaznsiansioudves
anu@nw (Schneider, M. & Buckley, J., 2002) uazluduil 4 n1sdndulavesifunasaslunisiden

anuAnuliyssaI agvisuiinsldmnnadendauuazanuenelinseusvanandny Jnusssy

[ 1

LazAUAIAnIeInsaunsl funasesdladndulaaindeyaldananavingy usderdenssusnue

Y 9

N9FIA N1ITUTANUMUBAUTIUTINATIN UazAU o lUANEAMYBIAATUANYIRBNITHAUIYAT

a1 NsneINsandulaiulaennnediunguiAmel ANUTBLATUTIVIAgIUYD Stern, P. C. 185U

a = 1 |

TngANIIUYRIUARagNAMUAlgYAvasAtiel ANUWBLarUTITIAgIUNEne Fedwananisidenyfun

luisaanaennaosivgaunisalvaau (Stern, P. C., 2020)
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