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Abstract

This study aimed to: 1) examine the level of recidivism, 2) investigate the factors influencing
recidivism in drug-related offenses among juveniles in the Juvenile Observation and Protection
Center of Udon Thani Province, and 3) propose public policy guidelines for preventing and
reducing juvenile recidivism in drug-related cases. A mixed-methods approach was employed.
The quantitative sample consisted of 87 juveniles under the supervision of the center. The qualitative
participants included 12 key informants-officers from the Juvenile Observation and Protection
Center, social workers, psychologists, and representatives from agencies responsible for youth
policy implementation. Research instruments included questionnaires and in-depth interviews.
Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, Pearson’s correlation, and multiple
regression analysis, while qualitative data were analyzed through content analysis. The findings
revealed that 1) the overall level of juvenile recidivism in drug-related offenses was high (Mean =
3.43), 2) the most significant factors influencing recidivism were social labeling (B = 0.449, p < 0.001),
association with deviant peers (B = 0.343, p < 0.001), and low self-control (B = 0.313, p < 0.001);
and 3) the proposed public policy guidelines emphasize rehabilitation over punishment through
collaboration among government agencies, local authorities, communities, and families, focusing
on systematic problem identification, vocational opportunities, post-release monitoring, and
continuous policy evaluation to support sustainable reintegration of juveniles into society.

Keywords: Recidivism, Drug-Related Offenses, Juveniles, Public Policy
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