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Abstract

This study aims to 1) Examine the construction of discourse surrounding Business Studies
within Thailand’s National Education Plans from the past to the present, and 2) Analyze how
this discourse reflects the interplay of power, knowledge, and truth in the teaching and learning
processes under these plans. The data consist of documentary sources related to Business
Studies drawn from nine National Education Plans implemented from 1932 to the present.
This involves a comprehensive consideration of the social, political, and economic contexts of
each historical period. The findings indicate that the status of Business Studies within the
National Education Plans has consistently been shaped by state power, exercised through
regulation, control, and policy directives across different historical periods. Shifts in political and
social contexts have continually influenced the objectives and orientations of the subject.
Schools have functioned not only as sites of academic knowledge transmission, but also as
institutional spaces through which state power operates to regulate and discipline learners.
Business Studies has been positioned by the state as a mechanism for labor production to
support national development. The findings revealed that: 1) The status of Business Studies
under Thailand’s National Education Plans can be categorized into three developmental phases:
the initial phase, the flourishing phase, and the declining phase. This status has been shaped by
state policies in relation to the social, economic, and political contexts of each period, resulting
in Business Studies being positioned as a mechanism for producing manpower to support
national economic development. and 2) The discourse of Business Studies reflects the
relationships among power, knowledge, and truth within the Thai education system. State power
operates as a governing mechanism through policies, curriculum structures, and assessment
systems that determine the direction and status of knowledge in education. Consequently,
business knowledge has been positioned as practical knowledge aimed at supporting workforce
production rather than as an academic discipline. This positioning also influences the value and
priority assigned to Business Studies within the Thai education system. These findings lead to
policy recommendations that call for greater clarity regarding the state’s position on the role
and status of Business Studies within the national curriculum, as well as the development of
standardized approaches to instruction and assessment processes that are sustainably aligned
with contemporary societal contexts.
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