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Abstract

This study aims to: 1) Examine and analyze the legal frameworks and public policies related
to compulsory and basic education in Thailand; and 2) Propose recommendations to promote
equitable access to education for all children and youth and to prevent school dropout. A qualitative
research approach was employed, comprising documentary research and field research. Documentary
analysis was conducted to synthesize relevant legal texts, policy documents, and academic literature.
Field research involved in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with 40 key stakeholders
in Songkhla Province, including administrators, sovernment officials, civil society representatives,
academics, and other actors involved in educational management. The findings from the documentary
research were used to develop interview questions, which sought participants’ perspectives on the
factors contributing to school dropout, as well as legal constraints affecting access to education.
Data were analyzed using content analysis. The findings reveal that more than one million children
are currently out of the education system, including nearly 400,000 who have dropped out of
compulsory education. This situation reflects limitations in the enforcement of the Compulsory
Education Act B.E. 2545 (2002), particularly Section 6 in conjunction with Section 13, which imposes
a legal obligation on parents or guardians to ensure that children complete nine years of compulsory
education, with a fine not exceeding 1,000 baht for non-compliance. Despite the existence of policy
initiatives such as the “One School, Three Models” approach, educational institutions continue
to face operational constraints. In addition, the lack of integration among multiple data systems
undermines effective educational planning and intervention. This study proposes strengthening
the enforcement of the Compulsory Education Act B.E. 2545 (2002), alongside policy integration
and the development of a unified central data system, in order to ensure that all children can
effectively access and remain within the education system.

Keywords: Compulsory Education, Basic Education, Out-Of-School Children, The Right to Education
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