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Abstract

This research aimed to examine the levels of ethical behavior among upper secondary school
students across five dimensions: discipline, responsibility, honesty and integrity, public-mindedness,
and sufficiency; to compare differences in ethical behavior classified by gender and residential
characteristics; and to explore students’ perspectives on approaches to promoting morality and
ethics through learning in educational institutions. The research employed quantitative survey
methodology. The sample consisted of 2,744 upper secondary school students. The findings
revealed that, overall, students demonstrated ethical behavior at a high level (X = 4.00, S.D. = 0.53).
Honesty and integrity scored the highest means (X = 4.22, S.D. = 0.98), followed by responsibility
(X = 4.18,S.D. = 0.62) and public mindedness (X = 3.89, S.D. = 0.70), while sufficiency scored
(X =3.82,SD.=0.77) notably lower than the other dimensions. Furthermore, comparative analysis
indicated that female students exhibited statistically significantly higher overall levels of ethical
behavior than male students. Students residing with their parents also demonstrated higher
levels of ethical behavior in certain dimensions compared to those with other living arrangements,
reflecting the significant role of family. Regarding Approaches to Moral and Ethical Development,
it was also found that experiential activities, integration of morality across academic subjects,
use of digital media appropriate to the contemporary context, and close collaboration between
schools and families should be prioritized. The findings propose that educational institutions
establish a systematic moral development plan that coherently connects policy, classroom practice,
and extracurricular activity levels, alongside promoting the role of families in supervision and
role modeling. Moreover, educational media and activities should be designed to emphasize
hands-on practice and reflective thinking, to promote the transformation of ethical behavior in
the daily lives of children and youth.
Keywords: Ethical Behavior, Moral and Ethical Development, Secondary School Student, School-

Based Learning, Moral Education
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