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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to 1) Examine elderly participation in sustainable tourism
development through the development of souvenir products in Pa Mamuang Subdistrict, Mueang
Tak District, Tak Province, and 2) Propose guidelines for sustainable tourism development through
value-added souvenir products for older adults in the study area. The study employed in-depth
interviews and focus group discussions with 55 older adults from the Pa Mamuang Elderly
Development and Occupational Promotion Center. Participants were selected using purposive
sampling. The findings revealed that: 1) older adults recognized the importance of utilizing local
wisdom and community resources and actively participated in developing souvenir products that
reflected local identity and generated added value. The selected product, Som Lim, a traditional
preserved mango confectionery, demonstrated strong commercial potential. Participants collaboratively
redesigned the product and its packaging to improve visual appeal, portability, convenience, and
suitability for tourists’ preferences. 2) Guidelines for sustainable tourism development through
value-added souvenir products should emphasize the seven elements of the marketing mix (7Ps):
product, price, place, promotion, people, physical evidence, and process. These elements
strengthen product competitiveness and enhance market opportunities. The findings indicate that
the participation of the elderly in souvenir product development can generate income, preserve
local wisdom, strengthen community identity, and support sustainable community tourism. The study
also proposes a new knowledge model for souvenir product development through elderly participation,
which integrates local cultural capital, elderly participation, value-added product development,
and sustainable tourism development.

Keywords: Tourism Development, Sustainable Tourism, Value-added Souvenir Products, Older Adults,

Plant-Based Preserved Mango Souvenirs
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