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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to synthesize and present the conceptual framework of a process for
enhancing competency in multi-grade teaching in early childhood education based on the lesson study
approach combined with transformative learning theory for student teachers. The research methodology
involved qualitative data collection through the study of relevant documents, research, concepts, and
theories for synthesis of the research conceptual framework, which was divided into four steps as follows:
1) studying documents, research, concepts, and theories related to competency in multi-grade teaching
in early childhood education, the lesson study approach, and transformative learning theory; 2) designing
data collection research tools, namely the Index of Item-Objective Congruence (I0OC) and the assessment
form for appropriateness and feasibility; 3) analyzing qualitative data through data synthesis using content
analysis method; and 4) examining the quality of the process from five experts and analyzing quantitative
data using mean and standard deviation. The results of the study revealed that the process consisted of
the following components: 1) objectives of the process to enhance competency in multi-grade teaching
in early childhood education; 2) principles of the process; 3) steps of the process, comprising three stages
as follows: Stage 1: Reflection and preparation of self and members; Stage 2: Collaborative lesson
development for transformative change; Stage 3: Exchange for growth; and 4) evaluation to assess
competency in multi-grade teaching in early childhood education for student teachers across all seven
domains. The quality examination results by five experts found that the Index of Item-Objective
Congruence (I0C) ranged from 0.60 to 1.00 and met all criteria. The overall appropriateness of the process
was at a high level (M = 4.40, S.D. = 0.49) and the overall feasibility of the process was at a high level
(M =4.28,S.D. =0.45).
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