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Abstract

This article aims to explored the narrative dynamics in Pongwut Rujirachakorn's
novel, The Surreal Country. Utilizing a documentary research methodology grounded
in narrative theory, the research reveals that narratives are constructed through strategic
layering of factual elements to generate discursive mechanisms capable of manipulating,
persuading, or potentially suppressing audience perception, thereby positioning the audience

within the narrator's rhetorical domain. The narrative construction manifests a societal
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paradigm wherein individual identities are intricately interwoven with digital communal
spaces. Significantly, the study demonstrates that narratives—both veridical and fabricated—
exert substantive influence on individual subjectivity. Consequently, critical analytical
engagement emerges as a fundamental competency for navigating contemporary socio-
communicative landscapes. The research critically interrogates narrative agency through an
exploration of storytelling's political dimensions, elucidating the processes by which
narratives are strategically constructed and rhetorically embellished to advance the narrator's
intentional objectives. Furthermore, the study illuminates the competitive dynamics inherent
in narrative discourse spaces. By scrutinizing storytelling practices within digital communities,
the investigation invites scholarly and critical reflection on the latent authoritarian structures
embedded within narrative constructions, thereby promoting a nuanced awareness of
discursive freedom and power relations.

Keywords : The Surreal Country, Narrative, The power of narrative
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