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Utopian and Dystopian Social Dimensions in S.E.A. Write Award Poetry
Maa Kan Kluay by Paiwarin KhaoNgam
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study the social dimensions through poetic
language in the S.E.A. Write Award poetry, Maa Kan Kluay (The Banana Leaf Horse), by Paiwarin

KhaoNgam. The researcher applied the concepts of Utopia and Dystopia for analysis and
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presented the results through a descriptive analysis method. The research findings revealed
that Utopian and Dystopian social dimensions in Maa Kan Kluay were categorized into two
main aspects: 1. The Utopian Social Dimension, which comprised four issues: 1) social context
and transformation, 2) rural lifestyle and the bond with the motherland, 3) family community
and human relationships, and 4) life’s journey and human hope; 2. The Dystopian Social
Dimension, which comprised three issues: 1) changes in the way of life within rural and urban
dimensions, 2) impacts on rural people, children, and laborers in urban society, and 3) shifts
in values, lifestyles, and culture. In conclusion, the poetry Maa Kan Kluay serves as a reflection
of the contrast between the peaceful images of the past and the painful realities of
contemporary society, where individuals are compelled to struggle and adapt to the inevitable
changes of the world.
Keywords: Social Dimension, Utopia, Dystopia, Poetry, Maa Kan Kluay
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