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The Study of Memory Spaces in the Expatriate Novel
Bupphe Kham Fa by Ratee
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Abstract

This research aims to study the spaces of memory in Bupphae Kham Fah, a travelogue

novel by Ratee. Utilizing the concept of 'space of memory, the researcher presents the
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findings through a descriptive analysis method. The results reveal three key aspects of the
spaces of memory within the novel: 1) Spaces of memory regarding sacred places, which
include Shwedagon Pagoda, Kyaiktiyo Pagoda (Golden Rock), Nga Htat Gyi Pagoda, Peik Chin
Myaung Cave, and Phaung Daw Oo Pagoda; 2) Spaces of memory regarding traditions and
culture, which encompass the Thadingyut Festival and the Phaung Daw Oo Pagoda Festival
(the procession of the Shin Upagutta images), as well as the traditional attire of the Myanmar
people and their culinary culture, featuring Sein Ta Lone mango, Kyae Oh Pu Tin, Dote Htoe,
Mohinga, Phat Thoke, and Balachong; and 3) Spaces of memory regarding natural tourist
attractions, which include Inle Lake, Inya Lake, Kandawsgyi Lake, and Pyin Oo Lwin. Evidently,
Ratee’s travelogue novel Bupphae Kham Fah serves as a vessel of memory where characters
employ settings, traditions, and culture as meaningful recollections. These memories elegantly
bridge and showcase the beauty of Myanmar, while simultaneously compensating for the
fragments of memory lost in the contemporary world.
Keywords: Expatriate Novel, Memories Space, Bupphe Kham Fah by Rati
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