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Study on the Roles of Female Characters in the Ramakien

1950uA" @8N / Wannapha silakkaeo’

9AlA%Y gn1 / Aphidej Supha”
Received: 14 Wgun1Au 2569 Received: 12 iguieu 2569 Accepted: 30 dguiegu 2569

UNANED

nMsiTuas el TTngUszasdiil of nwiunuinvesiazasuddlurssuaiis ossufosd
fidsmanefavasne Ineldsedeuisidodmman nnsiesesidonluunwsesvinus
1§ 093 83A avunszumanLd ansennseeaiingnlanumisny (Svnai 1) 191829fnw
FazAInde 5 Arazas kA wezannd uednn wislnend wuady wazudutin

wan151denudn Fagammdddudessufesidunuvmivsngda 1dud 1) duanudn
fdudase Maramdadinisuanioanismnudenis uazdnslunisimuavseadinvesdaies
Wy UEINNY 2) Augunanazn1sieses wlvvegneldoruiarieidulvg wawdendudl
grundadydnualinuaniugnnsdsauuaganuduiusieensualianunsaduind oumnnisol
drdaludodld way 3) Funsimienia nunsuanteensesHalkazALYIITAUIAITIMIY
YUUSTTUTEULAL LYY N1TNNAYYIMTONITNAUAAIDDNVDIAIIUT AN Fsazouliiiuin
Hrazasngilafunumiisadaufisoune uidudfiduddalunisivasuulasiuiuas
nsfnaulavesinazasrie fedunuivisaiennudilalmlifsafuunuimanluissunilned

doandeInuuTUNNIedAudagdu
fdadny: unuwm Fazasuds Taniesh
Abstract

This research aims to examine the roles of female characters in the Thai literary
epic, the Ramakien, and their influence on male characters. Utilizing a qualitative research
methodology, this study conducts a content analysis of the Ramakien composed by King
Rama | (King Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulalok the Great). The analysis focuses specifically on
five key female characters: Goddess Uma (Phra Uma Thewi), Sita (Nang Sida), Kaikeyi
(Nang Kaiyakesi), Mandodari (Nang Monto), and Surpanakha (Nang Sammanakkha). The findings
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reveal three prominent roles among these female characters: Independent Thought:
Female characters demonstrate clear self-expression regarding their personal desires and rights
to self-determination, as seen in the character of Surpanakha. Power and Negotiation:
Despite living within a patriarchal dynamic, women possess symbolic power derived from their
social status and emotional relationships, which actively drives key plot developments.
Challenging Traditions: Female characters express emotions and desires that directly
challenge traditional norms—such as demanding the fulfillment of promises or openly
asserting feelings. This demonstrates that female characters are not merely weak followers,
but pivotal agents who influence power dynamics and shape the decision-making of male
characters. These findings offer a novel perspective on the roles of women in Thai classical

literature, aligning with contemporary social contexts.
Keywords: Roles, Female Characters, Ramakien
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