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The Concept of Natural Rights in Buddhism

Theerat Saengkaew’

Abstract

This article aims to study “the concept of natural rights in Buddhism” to present
the perspectives on the exercise and violation of rights and liberties. Natural rights are
innate rights, which cannot be taken away by anyone. It is the righteous power that
comes with birth and cannot be transferred to each other. Such natural rights are
inherent in every living being, whether human beings, animals or plants (so-called human
rights, animal rights and plant rights, respectively). Every living thing has the basic rights
to live in this world freely and peacefully without being oppressed by anyone. It is true
that human beings have their own rights and freedom, but the exercise of one’s rights
and liberties in a wrong way or violation to the rights and liberties of others can cause
conflicts in society. Buddhism affirms the existence of natural rights of all things, viewing
that all things and nature change according to natural laws or their own way. Human
beings have equal natural rights - the rights over the body, property, and actions, and
have the spirit and free will to choose and take responsibility for their own karma.
The law of karma produces fair and equal consequences for everyone. Buddhism
emphasizes that human beings should exercise their rights and liberties to do only good
deeds as it is what is right and virtuous, not violating the rights and liberties of others.
This will lead to valuable existence, and peaceful coexistence of society, nature and the

environment.

Keywords: Concept, Natural Rights, Human Rights, Animal Rights, Buddhism
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