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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the suffering caused by love through the lens of
the Three Characteristics (Tri-Lakshana) in the Mahavessantara Jataka, Madri Section,
using the conceptual framework of love, suffering, and the Three Characteristics in
Buddhism. The research employs a content analysis of the literary text as presented
in the 1971 edition published by the Fine Arts Department of Thailand. The findings
indicate that the suffering experienced by Prince Vessantara and Queen Madri arises
from the dynamic conflict between desire-driven love and the laws of the Three
Characteristics, particularly the principle of piyehi vippayogo dukkho or the pain of
separation from loved ones. The results show that suffering acts as a catalyst for
ethical reflection. Prince Vessantara confronts the pressures of suffering (dukkhata)
and impermanence (anicchata) when he must relinquish his children, applying skillful
means to transform Queen Matri’s grief into equanimity, thereby elevating her mind
from attachment to a selfless, generous love (dana-predominant love).
Madri embodies the notion of non-self (Anattata) through her loss of maternal role

and control over her loved ones. Ultimately, the suffering caused by separation
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transforms into rejoicing in the practice of merit-making, demonstrating the
relinquishment of self at the highest level. From a Buddhist perspective, compassion
is regarded as more important than rigid religious practice; therefore, the Madri
section can be seen as a representation of the profound truth that love and suffering
are inextricably intertwined.

Keywords: Love, Suffering, Madri Section, The Three Characteristics
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