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DANCE CHOREOGRAPHY FROM ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES: A CASE STUDY
OF THE PAIRED FOOTPRINTS OF THE BUDDHA IN SI MAHOSOT DISTRICT,
PRACHIN BURI PROVINCED
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Abstract

This research aims to study the context of the Twin Footprints archeological
site in Si Mahosot, Prachinburi Province, and to design Thai classical dance movements
inspired by this site. The study applies a creative approach to Thai performing arts by
integrating traditional elements with contemporary interpretations. Data were collected
through academic document analysis, in-depth interviews with local experts, and field
studies at the archeolosgical site. Findings reveal that the Twin Footprints at Si Mahosot
serve as a significant cultural and religious heritage site, deeply rooted in the beliefs,
history, and identity of the local community. The choreographic design draws
inspiration from the artistic motifs engraved on the footprints, religious artifacts,
and rituals associated with the annual “Makha Bucha Festival of Sri Prachin.”
These elements were synthesized into expressive dance gestures that convey the
spiritual essence and cultural legacy of the site. The final outcome is a performance
titted “Dance of the Sacred Footprints,” which features newly created dance
movements, costumes, and musical compositions. While preserving the elegance and
identity of traditional Thai dance, the performance highlights local heritage and offers
educational and cultural value. It holds potential for integration into arts education,

cultural conservation, and public dissemination as a living heritage of the Thai nation.
Keyword: Design, Archaeological Dance, Twin Footprints
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