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Good Kids — Smart Kids?:
Family and School Characteristics

Nath Bhuribhatsiri*

Abstract

Nowadays, population structure changes into aging society. The fertility decline affects the
proportion of child population decreases. The development of population quality, especially the
young population, is important to grow as a quality workforce in the future. This research aimed
to study the characteristics and factors related to being good- smarts children who studying
Grade 6, Grade 100r 1-year Vocational Certificate in school system. Data was form the research
project “Analytical Skills and Public Mindedness among Thai Students: An Investigation on
Students’ Desirable Attributes”; total 3,391 cases.Results revealed that approximately 13percent
of all children were good-smart children, and approximately 50percent of all children were good
but not smart children. Multinomial Logistic regression analysis was used to identify choice of
good kids - smart kids and found that family with father and mother live together, family with
parents who care for children, and authoritative parenting style positively affecting good kids -
smart kids of the grade 6 students. In the other hand, the school’s features slightly affecting on
good-smart children except private secondary school or large elementary school that negatively
affecting good-smart children. In addition, factors determining positive on good kids - smart kids

were being female, having good grades, and attending academic extra class.

Keywords: Family, Good Kids — Smart Kids, Young Population, Quality of Children, Education
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