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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the health and environmental benefits of organic rice products
using the environmental economics valuation technique. By introducing the contingent valuation
method and the utility difference model to elicit willingness to pay of organic rice consumers
and to investigate the socio-economic determinants of the willingness to pay from 620 samples.
The study was divided into two categories in accordance with the characteristics of the products
which are health benefit and environmental benefit. The results show that Bangkok and
Metropolis consumers are willing to pay more for organic rice products with features that are
beneficial to health, can call the value are private or individual benefits than environmental,
which can interpret the value are the Payment for Ecosystem Services. In addition, the
socio-economic factors: status of works, initial bid (price), average household income per head

show statistical significance on consumer’s willingness to pay.
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Coefficient p-value Coefficient p-value

ALPHA 0.01006884 0.9931 0.01006939 0.9954

Beta 0.00581483* 0.0973 0.00607223 0.1113

AGE 0.00807737 0.4958 0.00808987 0.6217

Female 0.00995390 0.9677 0.00995608 0.9678

Log household income per head 0.500883D-05** 0.0142 0.584597D-05*** 0.0074

Year of school 0.00889284 0.8839 0.00889488 0.9233

Log likelihood function 351.0948 341.4980
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Coefficient P —value Coefficient P —value

Constant -5.94401019 0.0055 -1.61172176 0.4701
Initial Bid -0.01615711** 0.0014 -0.01448100** 0.0019
Online survey 1.02981869*** 0.0004 0.35753321 0.2531
AGE 0.01602655 0.3678 0.00128727 0.9406
Female 0.28801175 0.3134 0.43162488 0.1215
Member of household -0.02335009 0.8042 0.10049813 0.2887
Bangkok -0.01556638 0.9658 0.51078282 0.1409
Bangkok and urban area 1.00693124* 0.0957 -0.24679809 0.6101
Status of governor 0.59294845 0.3919 0.45247521 0.5783
Status of owner business 0.19004010 0.7852 0.41509979 0.6183
Status of private 0.74461512 0.2377 0.58429936 0.4327
Status of student 1.49732881** 0.0495 0.49534793 0.5391
Year of school 0.04869628 0.6222 0.08434835 0.3586
Log household income per head 0.44301545** 0.0087 0.03780496 0.8257
Log likelihood function -163.7886 -174.1097
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