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Limestone Plants in Nakhon Sawan Province
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Abstract

The diversity and use of limestone vegetation in Nakhon Sawan Province was studied.
There are 7 areas in 4 Districts, namely include Chonduea and Roisuea hills in Takli district,
Kuang and Chaithong hills in Takfa District, Nor and Narfa hills in Bunpotphisai District and
Luang hill in Muang District. The data were surveyed and collected, photographs werc taken, the
plant species were specified and also a questionnaire was distributed and discussed to local
people who have been knowledge of the regions living near the hills. These studies were done
for 4 or 5 Year? years, between July 2004 - July 2009. The results showed a total of 548 species
which were distributed in 113 families. The family Leguminosae (Fabaceae} is the richest in the
number of species collected, with the next commonest family, the Euphorbiaceae, there were 36
species. Also, 282 species were a medicinal use, 42 species were used for food, and 183 species
were used for construction and ornamental purposes. The vegetation was more diversed at
Chonduea hill (507 species) than Lung hill (466 species). Also, Strobilanthes fragrans J.R.IL
Woods [Acanthaceae] Buxus cochinchinensis Pierre ex Gagnep. {Buxaceae] and
Amorphophallus asterostigmatus Bogn.&Hett. [Araccae] are the rare species. Tarenna chaveleri
Pit. [Rubiaceae] is the first recorded in Thailand. Euphorbia reniformis Bl. [Euphorbiaceae] and
Zehneria sphaerosperma W.J. de Wilde & Duyfjes [Cucurbitaceae] were recorded for the third

time in Thailand. All of them are found only on Chonduea hill.

Keywords: limestone plants, rare and endangered plant species, Nakhon Sawan Province
! Department of Science, Faculty of Science and Technology,Rajabhat Nakhon Sawan University, Nakhon
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