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Life Adjustment Knowledge of Ban Takien Luan Community Farmer Group in

Mu 2, Takien Luan Sub-district, Muang District, Nakhon Sawan Province
grum e’

Abstract

The purposes of this research are to study the context of Ban Takhien Luan community,
Mu 2, Takhien Luan sub-district, Muang District, Nakhon Sawan province, and to study the
knowledge of life adjustment of Ban Takhien Luan community farmer group after the flood.
This qualitative research employed the techniques of interviewing, small group meeting, and
aﬁef action reviewing (AAR) to determine the knowledge of life adjustment of the farmer group
after the flood. Analysis of data was done within the framework of research content and
objectives by ways of narrative analysis, AAR, and content analysis before summarizing,
relating, explaining and describing the relationship among different components. The findings
are as follows:

1. Community Context

Ban Takhien Luan community, Mu 2 is a village of Ban Takhien Luan sub-district,
located 10 kilometers south of Muang District, Nakhon Sawan. Mainly its area lies in the Chao
Phraya river basin. In every rainy season the river water will overflow the plantation and
houscholds alongside the river banks. Traditionally, houses here are of one-storey wooden type
built on stilts to be safe during the flooding season. There are 115 households in the community
whose people are in one way or another related, united and tied by respecting and helping its
members like being relatives. Their main occupation is growing sweet bananas followed by
selling things, laboring, and some are government officials. Agricultural work has been their
main occupation since the former time until becoming their usual way of life. In some years the

great amount of flood water stayed for rather a long period of time as though it had no way out,
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causing heavy damages and big losses to the plantation and dwelling places, especially those
alongside the river banks. The yearly flooding situations necessitate the farmers to adjust and
change their farming system all the time.

2. Research Results

Facing the natural phenomena of yearly flooding makes the farmers observe the
condition of the area in the community. What they have learned leads to the life adjustment of
Ban Takhien Luan community people in fa'nning according to many causes ‘which result in a set
of knowledge as follows:

-First is the knowledge from learning through a set of experiences of people within the
community after they have experimented in doing it. This enable them to solve the farming
problems by cultivating mixed types of plants that will yield produce at different periods of time
50 as to be able to harvest all year round. They can also receive knowledge experience from the
sources outside the community by adapting local wisdom of other areas such as that of the Meo
and Karen tribesmen along the country boarder on how to grow plants of .mi,xed types in the
same plot of land until this has become a set of knowledgé in farming within the community.

Second is the knowledge gained from their fieldtrips or from learning through the
experience of people outside the community. This makes them learn how to farm to get better
produce by planting in the shady areas under the trees. Ficldirips have also brought them useful
knowledge both related and unrelated to agriculture such as they can.use banana fiber to make
paper by adapting the received knowledge in making paper from mulberry fiber. Using the
adapted knowledge in growing flower plants and decorating plants to sell alongside the
community roads also brings additional income to the farmers. -

Third is the knowledge obtained from experimentation. The desired knowledge takes
place after they have tried and repeated their agricultural experimentation-many times. Various
farming techniques have been tried out and developed to find which one best suits their own
farming. It has become a new way of farming adapted to suit the local area such as how to grow
three kinds of plants together. Then a new set of knowledge emerges for the farmers. It has
been crystallized to be an alternative for them to be survived and self-reliant. This has resulted

in farmer group forming for the mixed cultivation of three types of plants project,
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Fourth is the knowledge arising from sharing and summarizing the lessons in farming
both of the past and of the present, after observing the flooding season and selecting short life-
span plants to grow so as to be able to harvest before the flood, or finding those plants suitable
for the area condition. Knowledge sharing is also from the people who have received good
results from their experimentation, or from fieldtrips outside the community that has been
brought to the experiment that leads to a good year round harvesting.

In conclusion, life adjustment of Ban Takhien Luan community farmers stems from
learning from the experience within the community, observing local wisdom, the knowledge
obtained from external sources and from repeated experimentation for many times which leads
to knowledge sharing. It also stems from facing such situations or events that directly or
indirectly affect the farmers. Either being related or not related to farming, it is kept in the
farmers’ memory themselves, and whenever they face similar situations again, that implicit
knowledge is recalled to be used to solve or develop the matters concerned. They are able to

adjust various techniques and methods to be used in improving their own farming to be better.

Keyword : Life Adjustment Knowledge of Farmers
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