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Abstract

The 1997 Constitution introduced the impeachment mechanism for the first time in Thai
legal history. This legal concept also had been found in the 2007 Constitution until the 2017
Constitution framers deliberately cut its life short. Hence, a question as to how the dismissal
would affect the legislative and public control over the executive branch arises. This article
explores the doctrine of impeachment, its interaction with liberal democratic principles, and the
Thai impeachment mechanism. Ultimately, it suggests how Thailand’s political environment
under the existing constitution may worsen democratic accountability, especially with the

absence of an impeachment mechanism.
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2 Edward Harris, ‘How Strictly Did the Athenian Courts Apply the Law? The Role of Epieikeia’ (2013). 56(1) Bulletin of the
Institute of Classical Studies, 27.

® Frank O. Bowman lll, High Crimes and Misdemeanors: A History of Impeachment for the Age of Trump (Cambridge
University Press 2019).
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* Jack Simson Caird, ‘Impeachment’ (Commons Library Briefing) <https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-
briefings/cbp-7612/> accessed 14 April 2022.
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¢ Ibid 87.
7 United State Constitution: Article Il Section 4
8 ‘impeachment’ (US. House of Representatives, n.d.) <https:/history.house.gov/Institution/Origins-
Development/Impeachment/> accessed 15 April 2022.
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0 Ellen Frankel Paul, et al. ‘What Should Constitutions Do?’ (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press) , 2011. P.4

1 Gonzalez, Isaac de Paz. ‘Dieter Grimm, Constitutionalism. Past, Present and Future’ (New York, Oxford University Press)
, 2016.
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