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Abstract

Currently, there has been ongoing debate and questioning regarding the
appropriateness of the existence of casinos. In many countries, including Thailand, casinos
are illegal as they are often viewed as hubs of vice and money laundering, posing a threat
to public order and morality. Conversely, some countries legally recognize and accept
the presence of casinos, such as the Macau Special Administrative Region of China and
the Republic of Singapore. In Thailand, although casinos are still prohibited under the
Gambling Act B.E. 2478 (1935), there has been an initiative to legalize casinos through the

drafting of the Entertainment Complex Business Act B.E. ...

However, legalizing casinos raises important questions concerning the ethical,
social, and legal appropriateness of such legislation. For this reason, the authors have
adopted the philosophical perspectives of the natural law school, which emphasizes that
true law must be based on justice and morality, to analyze this issue through the views
of three major philosophers: Marcus Tullius Cicero, Thomas Aquinas, and Lon L. Fuller.
The authors consider that each philosopher lived in different eras with distinct social
contexts, which would naturally influence their perspectives on casinos or gambling.
Their philosophical ideas are applied to evaluate the legitimacy of casinos under the draft

of the Entertainment Complex Business Act B.E. .... in order to answer the article’s
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key question of whether the existence of casinos under the draft law is appropriate, and
what necessary limitations or amendments are required to make it consistent with the

philosophical views discussed.

Keywords: The Draft of the Entertainment Complex Business Act B.E. ..., Marcus Tullius

Cicero, Thomas Aquinas, Lon L. Fuller, Casino
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" Thomas G. West, ‘Cicero’s Teaching on Natural Law’ (1981) 32 The St. John’s Review 74, 77, 79.

? lbid 77.

® Marcus Tullius Cicero, The Republic of Cicero (G. W. Featherstonhaugh tr, G. & C. Carvill 1829) 133.

* Marcus Tullius Cicero, The Treatise on the Laws (Francis Barham tr, Edmund Spettigue 1842) Vol 2,
35-36.

® Thomas G. West, ‘Cicero’s Teaching on Natural Law’ (n 1) 77.

¢ Marcus Tullius Cicero, The Treatise on the Laws (n 4) 81.
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" Fergus Kerr, Thomas Aquinas: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press 2009) 1-4, 8.

** lbid 6-7.

' John Finnis, Natural Law and Natural Rishts (2nd edn, Oxford University Press 2011) 3; Raymond Wacks,
Understanding Jurisprudence: An Introduction to Legal Theory (3rd edn, Oxford University Press 2012) 13.

* Thomas Aquinas, The “Summa Theologica” of St. Thomas Aquinas (Fathers of the English Dominican
Province tr, rev edn, Benziger Brothers 1947) 1356-57 <https://documentacatholicaomnia.eu/03d/1225-1274,
Thomas_Aquinas, Summa_Theologiae %5B2%5D, EN.pdf> accessed 9 April 2025.

# Ibid 1363-64.

75



Nitiparitat Journal Vol. 6 Issue 1 : January - April 2026

3.2. UNATIENIINIEI1BU YU ANITUTENBUFINAA1UTUTIIATUINRS

LY

3.2.1. SNNTEIUUYLATnRANAMLTINAL (Common Good) wiali

dmusansenadyelinisusenaugsiaan uiuiieasuIeas wa. ... Jannsiiey

va o 1

Tehandasigsidu winladnisasndunguinsnazUssnaldnszsedyaffnings Aazdu

<

o

ngranglulsznnngunevesuywd Wesnduadyyvesiisnitfessuia Inedwnug

&9
=

Imsvieaiiendugramnssuvdniitihneldidhgussmaduduauann wasifioairsanudauds
Trfugsfamsviendion SsunadeiiulovislunsduauuazafuayuliiAnunamaaiiorfuywd
ahatudiufudefgaiinviouilen Ineusznoussanutuiisasuiasiiinialy suandu
UsgleniliAnnisamusasiinelaitndgussmanaaniudaasunisinussuludsenang
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~ | Iy o o= v a I~ & 1 v waw i My
Ausiu (Common Good) vielil Farudlsuiianumiuiianseydyaginmnanlyla
dnsiegniavingiieanuanusiuiulagUsenaumemaraaasen1s Aall

3.2.1.1. Mstwaseanuasuseusasludsny

auasuseuSesludiludmsunseguiiludinuuyed uasavdnnaudiu
wivssauNaglitinedeasuavludiaulagusnaainanujuneasndunsiede o datin
$NY BN NINGAY uazioides

naaunaniusasvoundlulussmalneduinuuwdufiswsidunisie
uenszuuihilddnlitegedsgndesmungmne® msidunsniudsnanneliAnnaieses
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Frsznisay %quwﬁﬁgﬁﬁaiui'ﬁqwaziwﬁ’zyjzﬁaéﬁﬂﬁ"}ﬂé’ﬁmmmﬂumamwmmi%’mé]’jﬂLLazmi
Jansndlululsznalnglidulveganunzauuazlionueudmiaueganisniuuenssuy
mﬂiﬂﬂWisiﬂﬁuﬁ’mzﬁaaﬁuﬁlﬁgﬂﬁﬂﬁ’u"lﬁuﬁqﬁsjamhaiﬁﬁmquﬁuﬁulﬁ wadfeinamdunis
nszursusRrvesUssmalvelsuuliilulumeiisdudndae

? guddnwleymnisiiy, ‘@anunsalmsnduludseslned 2564 (guednwidlywiniswiiy, 1.0.4) <http/
www.gamblingstudy-th.org/imgadmins/book_file/ppt-cgs-national-survey-2564.pdf> dududle 17 NeWAIAN 2568.
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3.2.1.2. N15NTLANYAINULIAY
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3.2.2. MINUUNUNGMUN8ETTUYR (Natural Law)
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Ao a ¢ s & I a
andulumunginaeiuvansng (Rule of Reason) vesuywdinlusssunvesynyuegio

# Thomas Aquinas, The “Summa Theologica” of St. Thomas Aquinas (n 20) 1934-35.
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U mnugudvidinsiosaensuiuamnuussngAsuinunazasvioudniiiienss daieeein
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a ! av a [ 1 a @) v
‘\]‘LJLﬂ‘LlSU’e]‘UL“UG]LL‘M\‘iﬂ'ﬂ']ﬂJ‘lJiSWi]G]@UﬂQ"IﬂJ@\‘iﬂa']'ﬂULﬂEJ Wunu

# Ibid 2507-09.

% Ibid 2254-55.

“ Ibid 2511-12.

7 waanuszlem “The pleasure in question should not be sought in indecent or injurious deeds or
words.”

% waanUszlen “Another thing to be observed is that one lose not the balance of one’s mind

altogether.”
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# pUaanusylenm “We must be careful, as in all other human actions, to conform ourselves to persons,
time, and place, and take due account of other circumstances.”

* Jaya o Jui 16 WAL W.A. 2568
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2 figdna.
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 SEUUNANMNNGANY, ‘TIBNUNMTIATIIHaNsENUTien AT uINNgmINg’ (S7UUNa19nInNg¥Ie, 20
funew 2568) <https://files.law.go.th/dgaBackoffice/2025-03-20-10%3A03%3A45_T1891un1sATEsikansznuions
\Antunnnguane.pdf> duduile 16 wouniau 2568,

* afld dadnzunad wazAne, Philosophy of Law Us¥gyngvute (SUwsa 2565) 65.

** Edwin W. Tucker, ‘The Morality of Law, by Lon L. Fuller’ (1965) 40 Indiana Law Journal 270, 277-78.
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4.1.1. Two Moralities
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* Lon L. Fuller, The Morality of Law (16th edn, Yale University Press 1979) 6-8.
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4.1.2. veina3esssunelung e (The Internal Morality of Law)
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