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Abstract

Chiang-Khong has been designated as one of the strategic areas
for promoting economic development nested under the “Special Economic
Zone Policy”. Alongside with the opening of the 4th Thai-Lao Friendship
Bridge, Chiang-Khong have been gradually developed by the central
government in some certain aspect such as highway, logistic facilities and
border checkpoint management for promoting cross-border trade with
neighboring countries. Besides from this kind of infrastructure development
around the border checkpoint, however, there is no clear policy direction
from the central government on how to mobilize Chiang-Khong as a de
signated “special” economic zone as a whole. Based on previous research,
the major hindrance of this policy due to the lack of systemized collabora-
tion among key actors both in the formulation of the working plans and
in the implementation of relevant projects and activities. This article tries
to provide some key findings from research field works which attempt to
accumulate opinions and observations from key actors operating within the
area as well as to analyze the roles and working platform of this group of
actors. On one hand, the fragmentation among government agencies in
policy implementation is quite obvious. Each unit has to follow the policy
guideline from their line ministry while coordination and cooperation among
them are quite difficult due to the lack of decision-making power. On the
other hand, there are some efforts initiated by local actors at the district
level trying to established a kind of local development network as a forum
for discussing the opportunities and threats of the SEZ policy. Even if this
network is quite active and has shown some potential as a new working
platform, it has limited roles due to lack of authorities and resources as well

as the support from central agencies. These findings are quite important
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for further policy research in order to develop a kind of institutional design

for fostering the SEZ policy both in Chiang-Khong and other areas as well.

Keywords: Special Economic Zone, Chiang-Khong Special Economic

Zone, Special Border Economic Zone



