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Abstract

Public budget is considered as a government’s important tool and
an allocation of scarce resources to government agencies to administer
and implement various policies. While each country has different ways of
preparing its own budget, budget formats depends on various factors, such
as a country’s political structure, history, levels of economic development,
and constitution. In the past, budget preparation and format were simple,
unsophisticated, and had the main goal of controlling government
expenditure. However, each country has later developed its budget formats
to be more complicated and to be used for other purposes, including the
management of resources, decision making, planning, and evaluating results
after the use of the budget. This is to increase efficiency and effectiveness
of budget allocation and spending.

This study is a descriptive research that aims to study the evolution
of budget formats or budget reform in Thailand and factors affecting the
reform of budget. The study utilized qualitative research methods comprising
documentary research and process tracing method in order to trace different
evidence and perform within-case analysis to find factors affecting Thai-
land’s budget reform. The research finds that Thailand started its budgeting
since the reign of King Rama V under the absolute monarchy. Later, the
country had its political reform to democracy and officially began to use the
traditional line-item budgeting as its first budget format. The country has
later developed its budget formats to program budgeting, performance-
based budgeting, and strategic performance-based budgeting respectively.
There are four main factors that influence the Thai budget reform, that is,
(1) political factor, (2) organizational and management factor, (3) influence

of foreign countries, and (4) economic factor.
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